' possibility.” 
Calling for reversal of the Ei- 


SAL SCIENCES 


(Council Bids In: 


“ 


Scope Listed 
To Halt ’61 


Recession 


Bal Harbour, Fla.—The AFL- |} 


ClO Executive Council has 
warned that Administration poli- 
cies and current economic trends 
are fusing “to make a recession 
sometime in 1961 a very great 


senhower policies and adoption 
by Congress of counter-recession- 
ary measures, the council de- 
scribed prospects ahead as “fright- 
ening.” It outlined both long-term 
proposals and .a short-term pro- 
gram for Congress. . 

The council proposed the goal 
of a balanced economy with a sus- 
tained growth rate of 5 percent a 
year. The growth rate has been 
2.3 percent during the Eisenhower 
years and 3 percent over the long 
term, and was 4.6 percent in the 
1947-53 period. 

“Policy makers must choose,” 
the council stressed, “because an 
America with more jobs for 
more people who can buy more 
goods produced more efficiently 
by greater plant capacity—and 
an America with limited job op- 
portunities, high levels of un- 
employment, tight money, eco- 
nomic restrictions and repeated 
recessions.” 

Lashing at what it charged was 
a tendency to repeat “past errors,” 
the council warned that a continua- 
tion of “lopsided” policies of the 
past seven years “might produce a 
1961 recession in which “the losses 
could be greater” than in the 1953- 
54 and 1957-58 slumps. 

The statement reviewed the 
forces which it said caused a 
“slow-down in the rate of economic 
growth”—the tight-money squeeze, 
the balanced-budget “cudgel,” the 
fight against “inflation.” 

In the 1953-59 period, the coun- 

(Continued on Page 2) 


$50,000 Voted 
For Strike Aid 
At Shipyards 


Bal Harbour, Fla.—The AFL- 
CIO Executive Council has voted 
$50,000 to aid the embattled Ship- 
building Workers in their month- 
old strike against East Coast ship- 


» yards of the Bethlehem Steel Co. 


and urged all unions to support the 
strike with adequate funds. 

Pres, George Meany pointed out 
that the union worked for months 
after its contract had expired in 
an attempt to reach a settlement. 


ustry Halt 


Urged to Call 
ite House Meet 


‘By Saul Miller 


Bal Harbour, Fla.—The AFL-CIO Executive Council concluded 
its mid-winter session here with a call for “a broad national effort 
to elevate and improve the level of labor-management relations” 
and, specifically, for. the holding of a “top level conference of 
unions and industry leaders as suggested by Pres. George Meany” 
to develop guidelines for improved relations. 

The statement reviewed the general attack on unions and collec- 
tive bargaining in the past year and declared that “this unprincipled 
propaganda campaign. against American working people, (must) 
cease.’ 

The anti-union drive, the council said, included a phony infla- 
tion campaign, the “scare” issue of work rules and a general charge 
that unions have been blocking productive efficiency. (See story, 


a: | Page 3.) 


Re 


NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUED in Wilson cick as saekcer got 
support and practical aid. Here sympathizers and canned foods 
poured into Albert Lea, Minn., to support members of Packinghouse 
Workers Local 6. Bus at right brought a union delegation and 
3,000 pounds of goods Seer Sheets Minn. (See story, Page 12). 


Senate Opens Debate: 


House Rules Group 


Clears Voting Bill 


By Gene Zack 


Civil rights advocates won clearcut victories on both sides of 
Capitol Hill in initial’ skirmishes as the 86th Congress plunged into 
the long-delayed battle to enact meaningful legislation safeguarding 
voting and minority rights. 

The major break came in the conservative-dominated House 
Rules Committee, where a moder-* 
ate civil rights measure has been 
blockaded for six months. Yield- 
ing to a rising tide of political 
pressures, the committee voted to 
clear a bill for floor action pes- 
sibly beginning Mar. 10. 

In the Senate, a move by South- 
ern Democrats to force a one-week 
delay in the debate was crushed 
by a roll call vote of 61-28, after 


horizon, GOP leaders were said 
to have persuaded committee Re- 

. publicans to end their coalition 
with four Southern Democrats 
which had bottled up the meas- 
ure. This gave four liberal Dem- 
ocrats the votes needed to break 
the civil rights deadlock. 
Although the committee cleared 

only a modest bill, strong moves 


the leaders of both parties redeemed 
last year’s pledge and opened con- 
sideration of civil rights proposals 
Feb. 15. 

Discharge Near 


The Rules Committee cleared the 
way for House action next month 
as liberals were within striking dis- 
tance of obtaining” enough signa- 
tures on a petition to force the bill 
out of committee. Of the 219 sig- 
natures needed, liberals had ob- 
tained 209—158 Democrats. and 51 
Republicans. 

The committee voted 7-4 to clear 
the bill for floor action. A flood of 
southern oratory seemed assured 
as the committee approved 15 hours 


were under way to amend the meas- 
ure on the House floor to include 
some version of various proposals 


(Continued on Page 10) 


' The council adopted a statement welcoming Pres. Eisenhower’s 
“friendly reception” of Meany’s: conference suggestion and urged 
him to give “serious consideration” to convening such a meeting as 
soon as practicable. 

Meany in a press conference repeated an earlier statement that a _ 
better climate is developing and that some “very important” seg- 


ments of American industry realize that the problems of-labor-man- 
agement relations must be solved. 


Results of the steel strike, he said, have made industry and 
business more realistic in light of public support of the Steelwork- 
ers toward the end of the walkout and the growing conviction 
that the cure for a deadlock is not “compulsion” and specifically 
not a Taft-Hartley injunction. Meany said that the “overall ef- 


fect of the steel strike has been good” in helping tu Dring shont a 
changed climate. 


At the final session, the council set up new machinery to secure 
compliance on civil rights cases and directed the federation’s eight- 
man Executive Committee to work with the special Internal Dis- 
putes group in drafting a detailed plan for settling such differences. 

Replying to a question, Meany termed the council session “a 
very good meeting” that developed a better understanding of feder- 
ation problems. The AFL-CIO still has internal disputes problems, 
he said, but the meeting had the effect of impressing union mem- 
bers with their “relative unimportance.” 

Reminded that the council’s meeting covered the anniversary of 
the unity agreement signed by the former AFL and former CIO 
in February 1955, Meany said the merger has “worked as well as I 
thought it would.” 

‘Better Off Than Before’ 


“We brought inter-union rivalry into the house when we merged 
and although we still have these problems, we are much better off 
than before merger,” he pointed out. ‘Merger has not added to 
this problem and I am not‘dissatisfied with the progress of the last 
five years.’ 

. As-to the effect of the merger on the country at large, Meany said, 
the people have realized “ that there is no intent to concentrate pow- 
er. and that the welfare of the trade union movement is bound up 
with the general welfare of the country.” 


“Those who have been crying ‘wolf’ have mn disappointed,” he 
said. 


On organizing, he said that difficuities still exist in the South and 
that automation has changed the employment pattern, with white 
collar and technical workers becoming more important. The unions, 


he said are aware of these problems and are doing the best they can 
in difficult situations. ~ 


(Continued on Page 3) 


Congress Asked to Avoid Partisan 
Politics on Civil Rights Legislation 


Bal Harbour, Fla.—The AFL-CIO Executive Council has called for a blend of proposals for 
federal safeguards of voting rights, expressing the hope that “petty partisanship” will not block en- 
actment of sound civil rights legislation by the 86th Congress. 

On the: eve of Senate debate on civil rights, the council adopted a resolution here declaring. that 


a meaningful bill will be enacted | “only if the friends of civil rights in both parties work and vote 
together.” The statement added: @— 


velopment.” 


“If a good bill passes, there will 
be enough credit for all concerned. 
If there is failure, neither party will 


of general debate and allowed un- 


Unilateral action by th 
ine drastic changes in ser |limited amendment of the modest 


in making drastic changes in sen- 


jority, grievance procedures and 
work assignments provoked the 
strike, he said. 

“There is no question,” said 
Meany, “that the strike has been 
forced by the company.” >. 


measure. 


. The scarcity of GOP signa- 
tures was reportedly behind the 
Republican switch which broke 
the long deadlock. With Con- 


gressional elections just over the 


benefit.” 

The AFL-CIO leaders said that 
the fact that both liberals and 
the Eisenhower Administration 
have introduced voting-rights leg- 
islation was an “encouraging de- 


They added that 
there has been “broad agreement 
in principle on the need for leg- 
islation to assure every citizen 
his right to register and vote.” 

Liberals have based their legis- 
lative proposals on recommenda- 


tions by the President’s Civil Rights. 


Commission for the appointment by 


the commission of federal voting 
registrars in any area found to be 
practicing discrimination. The Ad- 
ministration has countered with a 
proposal for court appointment of 
voting referees, 

“In at least two respects,” the 
Executive Council said, the Ad- 


(Continued on Page 10) 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D.C, ‘SATURDAY, aaa oo.  . 


AFL-CIO OFFICIALS exchange greetings at mid-winter session of 
Executive Council at Bal Harbour, Fla. Left to right are Vice 
Presidents Richard F., Walsh (standing), William C. Birthright, 
William C. Doherty and Joseph A. Beirne. 


Unions to Consult on 


New Steps in Americas | 


Bal Harbour, Fla-—A conference of AFL-CIO unions actively 
concerned with inter-American work will be held soon to consult 
on the best method of coordinating it, the Executive Council 


decided. 


The meeting was recommended by the AFL-CIO Committee on 


Inter-American Affairs in its ré-®- 


port to the Executive Council, It 
was suggested the conference: be 
held in Washington during the 
week of May 3, when the council 
itself will be in session in AFL- 
CIO headquarters. 

The committee hailed the deci- 


- sion of the executive board! of the 


Inter-American Regiona! Organiza- 
tion of Workers’ (ORIT), at its 
recent meeting here, to intensify its 
activities in Latin America... , , 
It urged the AFL-CIO repre- 
sentative on the Intl. Solidarity. 
Fund of the Intl. Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions to support 
ORIT’s request for additional | 
financial support of the hemi- | 
spheric organization’s education-: 
al, organizational and publicity 
activities. 
The Executive Council in addi- 


tion approved the committee’s rec- 


}ommendation that the AFL-CIO 


earmark 30 percent of its own con- 
tribution to the Solidarity Fund for 
work in Latin America, subject to 
the rules and practices of the fund 
itself. 

It also endorsed the committee’s 
recommendation that the ICFTU 
committee studying changes in the 
administrative structure discharge 


its duties “in an atmosphere of 


loyal cooperation to the principles 
and activities of the ICFTU but 
with necessary autonomy and free- 


| dom of action.” 


The recent expansion of atin 
American activities by international 
trade federations was attributed 
mainly to the “cooperation and ac- 
tive participation” of AFL-CIO 
unions. 


Council Reiterates Support: Fy & 


Opponents’ Delaying Tactics 


iSeen. Threat to Forand Bill — 


Bal Harbour, Fla. —The AFL-CIO Executive Council has warned that “delaying tactics” on the part 


=\of the Eisenhower Administration, the American Medical Association and the insurance lobby are 
“threatening enactment” of the Forand bill to provide medical care for the nation’s older citizens. 


With the House Ways & Means Committee expected to vote on the measure next month, the coun- 
cil adopted a statement at its mid-winter session here reiterating labor’s support of the bill introduced 


by Rep. Aime J:"Forand (D-R. 1.).4 
Passage of the measure is a key 
plank in the AFL-CIO’s 1960 legis- 
lative program. 

The council said it was “encour- 
aging” that the committee headed 
by Rep. Wilbur D. Mills (D-Ark.) 
would vote on the bill at an early 
date.. It added that it was “signi- 
ficant” that the Senate Subcommit- 
tee on the Aged, headed by Sen. 
Pat McNamara (D-Mich.) called 
for enactment this year Of legisla- 
tion “to expand the-system of old- 
age, survivors and disability insur- 
ance to include health service bene- 
fits.” 

The AFL-CIO statement point- 
ed out that the Ways & Means 
Committee held hearings on the. 


can people for prompt action” in 
this area. 

The Forand proposal to use the 
social security system as the vehicle 
for health care for the aged—by 
raising the taxes on both employers 
and workers one-quarter of 1 per- 


_|gent—was hailed by the council as 


the “most economical, effective and 
universal” method for meeting the 
problem. The statement continued: 

“Under a form of administration 
acceptable to hospitals and consist- 
ent with their highest professional 
|goals, the new funds would rescue 
many hospitals from financial dis- 
aster and enable them to extend 
high-quality care designed for the 
aged at reasonable charges. 


“Social insurance, unlike com- 
mercial insurance, can provide 
most aged people with paid-up 
policies on retirement. Unlike 


Fair Play Cries for Base Pay Rise, 
Broader Coverage, Council Says 


Bal Harbour, Fla.—Extension of the wage-hour law to millions of workers not now covered and an 
increase in the minimum wage to at least $1.25 an hour has been described by the AFL-CIO Ex- 
ecutive Council as “must legislation” for this session of Congress. 

In a statement emphasizing support of the Kennedy-Morse-Roosevelt bill, the council declared “fair 
play to the nation’s defenseless and too-long-ignored low-wage workers cries out for prompt passage of 


this legislation.” 

The council hailed the schedul- 
ing of wage-hour hearings by the 
House Subcommittee on Labor 
Standards, to begin early in March,’ 
and urged that they be followed by 
early action. 

“Since the subcommittee has 
already held lengthy hearings .. . 
in previous yéars, these hearings 


AFL-CIO to Weigh .... 
Museum of Labor 


‘Bal Harbour, Fla.—The 
AFL-CIO Executive Council 
has voted to explore the.pos- 
‘sibility of establishing a Labor 
Halli of Fame or National 
,Labor Museum in Washing- 
ton. 

The council acted on the 
recommendation of the Com< 
munity Services Committee,’ 
which noted that “there is no 
single place in this country 
where the history of the labor 
movement and the stories: of) 
the men and women who 
built it can be found by the 
scholar, the student, the: 
union member or the inter: / 
ested citizen.” : i ¥as 


T cancun Ae, cease 


expeditiously,” the Executive 
Council declared. 

The statement also urged the Sen- 
ate Labor Committee “to report 
favorably to the Senate as soon as 
possible” ‘a bill based on recom- 
mendations made last year by a 
subcomnnittee. 

Pointing to “wide recognition” 
throughout the nation that the pres- 
ent minimum wage should be 
raised, the Executive Council issued 
og point-by-point refutation of the 
principal arguments used by op- 
ponents of improved wage - - hour 
legislation: 


@ The retail stores which would 
be affected by the Kennedy-Morse- 
‘Roosevelt bill are chain stores and 
other substantial businesses. The 
really small local stores not only 
would not, be covered, but would 
stand to gain through increased 
buying power of customers and the 


|fact that larger competitors would 


have to meet fair wage-hour stand- 
ards. 


@ Protection of low-paid work- 
ers cannot be left to the states be- 
cause “with a few exceptions, the 


states have demonstrated that they 


are not willing or not able to pro- 
vide adequate nrinimum wage pro- 
tection for the workers left uncov- 
ered by the federal law.” 


@ The argument that the effect 
of the legislation would be infla- 
tionary doesn’t hold water because 
“past experience has demonstrated 
that improvements in minimum 
wage legislation do not have infla- 
tionary effects.” The Labor Dept. 
report on the effect of the 1955 in- 
crease in the minimum wage bears 
this out. 


@ Increased coverage and a 
higher minimum would not lead to 
widespread layoffs. “In our judg- 
ment, based on experience with past 
adjustments, any adverse employ- 
ment effects in marginal industries 
would be negligible and would be 


employment generated by increased 
buying power of those who benefit 
from the higher minimum.” 

The fundamental issue, the Ex- 
ecutive Council declared, is: “Will 
our nation provide its lowest-wage 
workers a fair share of advances in 
‘American well-being or will it con- 
tinue to allow American prosperity 


to pass them by?” 


more than offset by increases in’ 


- the major medical form of com- 


mercial insurance, it can encour- 
age early diagnosis and preven- 
tive treatment; it can avoid in- 
flationary and unscrupulous 
charges. : 

“It alone can translate a weekly 
contribution of a few nickels from 
working people into really effective 
health protection in old age.” 


Plight of Elderly Ignored 
The AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil criticized the Administration and 
the AMA for “ignoring evidence 


(Continued from Page 1) 

cil noted, the nation’s growth rate, 
in terms of output per person, was 
“squeezed” to six-tenths of 1 per- 
cent a year—one-seventh the rate 
of Russia’s growth—and the rate 
of unemployment rose from 2.9 to 
over 5 percent. 

“As 1960 begins with a boom 
that includes a high rate of job- 
lessness and a large percentage 
of idle industrial capacity, there- 
fore, prospects for the future, 
based on current policies, are 
frightening,’ the statement 
declared. 


The population and work force 
are growing and the big corpora- 


tions continue to “pour” funds into 


new plant and equipment of the 
kind which promise sharp produc- 
tivity increases, the council pointed 
out, 

It proposed for the long term a 
six-point program it called essen- 
tial to replace the “backward- 


‘}looking actions of seven years of 


stagnation”: 


—The tight-money squeeze 
should be reversed. The Ad- 
ministration’s attempt to remove 
the 4.25 percent ceiling on long- 
term bonds “must be repulsed.” 
The current inadequate supply of 
money to sustain a 5 percent 
growth rate dictates that any effort 
to tighten the money supply and 
hike the interest rates must be 
defeated. 


a Vorernment programs for 

public services such as 
schools, hospitals, community facil- 
ities and homes should be ex- 
panded, not restricted. 


—Defense expenditures should 

be “stepped up,” with a bal- 

anced budget secondary to military 
security. 


—-An economic balance between 
business investment and con- 
sumer markets must be sought to 
prevent a repeat of the 1955-57 
experience when production ability 
outpaced the. ability to consume. 


—Purchasing power should ‘be 
boosted, especially that of 
low-wage workers. The federal 
wage-hour law minimum rate must 
be raised to $1.25 an hour from 
the present $1 and coverage ex- 
tended to retail and wholesale 
trade, service industries and large- 
scale farms. 


—tThe tax structure should be 
revised to promote greater 
equity. 

The AFL-CIO said it is con- 
vinced the policies “now leading 
us toward another recession” can 
and should be reversed. But the 


the Eisenhower. Administration 


may not reverse its policies quickly 


council added, realism dictates that. 


that many elderly people are with- | 


out adequate health services or are 
ruined financially by even higher 
medical costs.” 

Noting that the Administration 
opposes the bill “without yet hav- 
ing offered an alternative,” the 
council cautioned against a pos- 
sible last-minute White House sub- 


| Stitute “designed to meet the nar- 


rowly conceived financial demands 
of .the AMA or the self-seeking 
clamor of insurance companies 
rather than the needs of the eld- 
erly.” 


Labor Urges Action 
To Avert Recession 


and counter - recessionary policies 
should be enacted by Congress. 
The ‘council proposed in this 
field a three-pronged program: An 
improved jobless pay system, with 
federal standards at higher levels 
and of longer duration; a federal 
shelf of public works programs; 
and expansion of the social security 
system to provide higher benefits 
and medical care to beneficiaries, 


Monitorship 
Lifted From 
United Textile 


Bal Harbour, Fla—The AFL- 
CIO Executive Council has lifted 
the two and one-half-year-old mon- 
itorship over the United Textile 
Workers, finding that the union is 
in complete compliance with the 
council’s previous directives and the 
AFL-CIO Ethical Practices Codes. 

The council acted on the rec- 
ommendation of AFL-CIO Pres, 
George Meany... Peter M.- Mc- 
Gavin, assistant to Meany, had 
served as monitor for the union 
since the monitorship was imposed 
by the council Oct. 25, 1957. 

The council found that the 
United Textile Workers is con- 
ducting its affairs in line with 
AFL-CIO policy and directives. 
It noted that the union has lifted 


the charter of Local 229 in New . 


York, a source of difficulty for 
the international union. 

In placing the union under mon- 
itorship the council found that the 
UTW hag taken steps to eliminate 
corrupt influences but that some 
additional steps were necessary. 
The council found that since that 
time, the necessary steps have been 
taken. 


The original finding by the AFL-. 


CIO Ethical Practices Committee 
that the 40,000-member union had 
come under the influence of cor- 
rupt elements involved primarily 
the actions of the former president, 
Anthony Valente, its former secre- 
tary-treasurer, Lloyd Klenert, and 
ifs former Southern regional di- 
rector, Joseph Jacobs. 


T. H. Temple of 
IAM Dies at 46 


Seattle—Thomas H. Temple, 46, 
a grand lodge representative for the 


(| Machinists and a major contributor 


to the cause of industrial safety, 
died here-Jan. 28 of a heart attack. 
Death came to the veteran um 
ionist, who had played an active 
role in the fight for adoption of a 
new federal code for the ship re 
pair industry, just a few weeks be- 
fore the code was to go into effect. 
Temple had been an IAM grand 
— -Tepresentative since July 
4 ° 
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Page Three 


Council Demands Industry End Attacks 


Calls on Eisenhower to Convene ° 


Labor-Management Conference 


(Continued from Page 1) 

On civil rights within unions, 
the council approved a system 
under which Meany will appoint 
special council subcommittees to 
handle each case of alleged vio- 
lation that has not been resolved 
at_a lower level. The special 
subcommittee will deal with the 
international unions involved and 
report back directly to the Ex- 
ecutive Council. . 


_- This new procedure replaces the 
system in force since _ merger, 


whereby problems of compliance. 
with directives to eliminate dis- 
crimination were handled by a 
subcommittee of the federation’s 
Civil Rights Committee. 


Frequent Meetings 

At present, there is one case be- 
fore the council, involving Local 
26 of the Intl. Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers in Washington. 
Meany will function as a subcom- 
mittee of one in this case. (See 

story, Page 5.) 

“Ine federation president, in dis- 
cussing this case and the civil rights 
program generally, said “we're 
making progress, perhaps not as 
fast as we'd all like, but there is 
definite progress.” 

On internal disputes, Meany told 
a press conference that the council 
had set up a broader meeting to 
help the Special Disputes Commit- 
tee “further along with its wor 

The Disputes Committee met fre- 
quently during the council sessions, 
he said, to develop a detailed plan 
in line with the San Francisco con- 
vention’s resolution adopting the 
principle of final and binding arbi- 
tration as a method of settling such 
disputes. 

The convention instructed the 
council to call a special convention 
when it had agreed upon and for- 
mally approved a detailed plan. 
The special committee, and the 
Executive Committee will meet 
later, he said, to help the special 
group come up with “an agreement 
on a special convention.” 

The Internal Disputes Commit- 
tee is composed of AFL-CIO Vice 


Presidents Al J. Hayes, Walter P. | “ 


Reuther, Joseph D. Keenan and 
Joseph A. Beirne and AFL-CIO 
Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler. 

The AFL-CIO Executive Com- 
mittee is composed of Meany and 
Schnitzler and AFL-CIO Vice 
Presidents Harry C. Bates, David 
Dubinsky, George M. Harrison, 
Walter P. Reuther, James B. Carey 
and David J. McDonald. 

Meany emphasized that the pur- 
pose of the meeting will be to se- 
cure an agreement on internal dis- 
putes as soon as possible, but that 
there is no time element as to when 
a report will be due. 

In its final session, the Execu- 


Friendship Group 
Is Hailed at 50 


Bal Harbour, Fla.—The AFL-CIO 
Executive Council has expressed 
“heartiest congratulations” to the 
Labor Temple Fellowship as that 
non-sectarian institution prepares 
to celebrate its 50th anniversary 
this spring. ‘ 

The council observed that the 
fellowship was founded by the late 
Dr. Charles Stelzle for the purpose 
of bringing about better under- 
standing not only between labor 
and religion but among all peoples 
of every race, color, creed and 
origin. 

The council, in a resolution di- 
rected to AFL-CIO Vice-Pres. A. 
Philip Randolph and his associates 
of the fellowship, wished that or- 
ganization well in the continuation 
of its program for a projected new 
headquarters and for proposed La- 
bor Friendship Flights to other 
Parts of the world. 


tive Council lifted the two-and- 
a-half-year-old monitorship over 
the United Textile Workers, find- 
ing that the union is in complete 
compliance with previous council 
directives and the AFL-CIO 
Code of Ethical Practices. (See 
story, Page 2.) 
On the domestic front there were 
the following actions: 
® Called on Congress to enact 
without further delay a strong civil 
rights bill to eliminate discrimina- 
tion in registration and voting by 
Negroes and allowing the govern- 
ment to institute civil suits in school 
desegregation cases. The council 
said it hoped “petty partisanship” 
will not block enactment of.a sound 
bill. (See story, Page 1.) 
@ Urged as an “absolute mini- 
mum” that the House pass the 
Thompson school construction bill 


calling- for approximately $1 bil- |“ 


lion to meet the crisis in education. 
The council said the best bill be- 
fore Congress is the Murray-Met- 
calf measure but that Congress has 
made it plain “it will not pass this 
measure.” (See story, Page 5.) 

@ Asked prompt action by the 
House Ways and Means Committee 
on the Forand bill providing health 
care for the aged under the social 
security system and declared the 
aged and the nation cannot “accept 
delay” for another year nor a sub- 
| stitute designed to meet the “nar- 
trowly conceived financial demands 
of the American Medical Associa- 
tion or the self-seeking clamor of 
the insurance companies.” (See 
story, Page 2.) 

@ Warned that the present 
downturn in housing construction 
if permitted to continue unchecked 
could bring on “the next general 
recession” and called for passage 
both of the Rains bill providing 
emergency aid and of a seven-point 
comprehensive housing program 
geared to meet America’s need for 
2.25 million new housing units a 
year. (See story, Page 9.) 

@ Warned that Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration policies and current 
economic trends are fusing to 
make a recession sometime in 
1961 a very great possibility.” (See 
story, Page 1.) 

@ Declared that only Congress 
can put an effective floor under 
state unemployment compensation 
systems since for six years the 
states have refused to heed Eisen- 
hower’s pleas for voluntary im- 
provements. (See story, Page 9.) 

@ Called for a cabinet-level fed- 
eral Dept. of Consumers and other 
actions to protect consumers 
against “exorbitant pricing, harm- 
ful products and deceitful advertis- 
ing.” (See story, Page 9.) 

@ Called on Congress to grant 
compulsory data collection powers 
to the Labor Dept.’s Bureau of La- 
bor Statistics in light of the recent 
“disappointing” BLS report on pro- 
ductivity and its failure to make 
an “effective evaluation” of the 
trend in productivity because of 
fear of “offending business estab- 
lishments” which provide data on 
a voluntary basis. (See story, this 
page.) 

@ Supported the 24 affiliates of 
the AFL-CIO Government Em- 
ployes Council in urging favorable 
consideration of a bill calling for 
an average 12 percent pay increase 
and legislation to give full union 
recognition to federal employe or- 
ganizations. (See story, Page 5.) 

In the international area the 
council took these actions: 

@ Declared that Africa’s unions 
“provide the best hope for promot- 
ing human dignity and individual 


self-respect” in the dual struggle 


against colonialism and the Com- 
munist threat to subvert newly-won 
independence. These unions must 
be allowed to develop along their 


own lines free of any “particular 


European or American pattern of |% 


organization structure.” (See story, 
Page 4.) 

@ Set up a conference on inter- 
national affairs for Apr. 19-20 on 
the theme “The Struggle for Peace 
and Freedom” to crystallize labor 
thinking on foreign affairs before 
the East-West “summit” confer- 
ence. (See story, Page 4.) 

@ Pledged full AFL-CIO sup- 
port to the special committee of 
the Intl. Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions executive board set 
up to study proposals on reorgani- 
zation to make the organization “a 
more effective instrument in meet- 
ing the challenge” of the. future. 
(See story, Page 4.) 

@ Called for a U.S. consumer 
boycott of all imports from South 
Africa in light of that nation’s 
continued brutal and inhuman” 
racial policies. The boycott was 
set up at the recent Sixth World 
Congress of the ICFTU. (See story, 
Page 4.) 

@ Approved actions taken by 
the ORIT executive board at its 
recent meeting to step up labor ac- 
tivities in Latin America, includ- 
ing a request that the AFL-CiO 
earmark 30 percent of its contiibu- 
tion to the ICFTU’s Intl. Solidarity 
Fund for work in the Latin coun- 
tries. (See story, Page 2.) 

@ Supported a program to co- 
operate with the Israeli federation 
of labor—Histadrut—in setting up 
a labor training college in Israel for 
trade union members from Asian 
and African countries. The AFL- 
CIO will provide half the scholar- 
ships in the first year at a cost of 
about $175,000. 

@ Approved a grant of $21,000 
to the Kenya Federation of Labor 
to help complete a trade union 
headquarters building. 

@ Voted funds to help the Fin- 
nish trade union movement (SAK) 
fight off Communist attempts to 
win control of the organization. 

@ Approved a $10,000 grant 
for the relief of children of Al- 
gerian trade union members pres- 
ently sheltered in orphan camps in 
Tunisia. Their parents have been 
killed or injured in the Algerian 
fighting. The council also urged 
the U.S. government to help bring 
an end to the Algerian warfare. 

In other actions the council: 

@ Voted $50,000 to support the 
Shipbuilding Workers in their 
strike against Bethlehem Steel 
Corp. shipyards and urged all un- 
ions to support the strike forced on 
the union by the company. In- 
volved are eight East Coast ship- 
yards and 17,000 workers. (See 
story, Page 1.) 

_@ Referred to the executive offi- 
cers for further study a recommen- 
dation of the Community Services 
Committee that a National Labor 
Museum or archives be set up to 
bring together in one place the his- 
tory, documents and the story of 
the American labor movement. 

@ Approved a CSC recommen- 
dation that the 1960 Murray- 
Green Award for outstanding con- 
tributions to the nation go to Mrs. 
Agnes Meyer of Washington, D. C., 
a leader in education and social 
welfare work. (See story, Page 5.) 

@ Approved a tentative budget 
of $100,000, the same amount 
voted in 1959, for the AFL-CIO 
farm workers organizing project in 
California. 

@ Supported the work of the 
National, Advisory Committee on 
Farm Labor, headed jointly by 
AFL-CIO Vice Pres. A. Philip Ran- 
dolph and Frank Graham, with a 
$7,500 grant. 

@ Voted to aid the 13th Intl. 
Congress on Occupational Health, 
to be held in New York City July 


25, with a grant of $5,000, 


reporters of leading newspapers 
council sessions. 


REPORTERS QUESTION AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany at press 
conference following Executive Council meeting. Veteran labor 


_ wire services covered the 


” 


attac 
effort to restrict trade unions.” . 


Industry Charged with 
‘Unprincipled’ Assault 


Bal Harbour, Fla——The AFL-CIO Executive Council has ac- 
cused business associations, some giant companies and industries, 
and “certain Administration spokesmen” of launching a “stepped-up 
on labor and collective bargaining in recent years in an 


The council called for an end to’ 
the-“unprincipled propaganda cam- 
paign” against workers and its re- 
placement with a top-level confer- 
ence of union and industry leaders 
to work out guidelines for indus- 
trial harmony. The council said 
Pres. Eisenhower's “friendly re- 


lines made by AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany was “heartening.” 


Real Issues Sidetracked 


In a strongly-worded statement 
adopted at its mid-winter session 
here, the council charged that 


leaders have poined hands in ele- 
vating the phantom of runaway in- 
flation to the status of America’s 
No. 1 problem, while real and 
pressing issues at home and abroad 
have been sidetracked.” 


“Under the guise of fighting 
inflation,” the statement said, 
“the most modest improvements 
in the wages and fringe benefits 
of working people have been 
branded as dangerous to the 
nation.” 


The council said the attack on 
labor’s modest wage requests came 
at a time when “corporation execu- 
tives with already lavish salaries 
and production bonus systems have 
perfected the scandalous ‘stock op- 
tion’ schemes in American indus- 
try, swelling corporation executive 
incomes to unbelievable heights.” 


‘Scare Issue’ Raised 


The statement charged that work 
rules have been “raised as a major 
‘scare’ issue,” particularly in the 
steel and railroad industries, de- 
spite Labor Dept. statistics showing 
that output in steel jumped 50 per- 
cent between 1947 and 1959, and 
productivity of railroad workers 
rose 55.5 percent from 1947 to 
1958. 


“This broadside attack against 
unions and collective. bargaining,” 
the council said, “can be seen not 
only in the great volume of prop- 
aganda but also- in increased diffi- 
culties in labor-management rela- 
tions in numerous industries.” It 
cited the 1958 auto industry can- 
cellation of union contracts for the 
first time in 22 years; the 116-day 
industry-forced steel shutdown last 
year; and the three-month Packing- 
house Workers’ strike at Wilson & 
Co. 


“Refusal of management to 
bargain and to arrive at work- 
able compromises has been 


spreading aud leading to strikes,” 


ception” to proposals along these |. 


“business groups and government |. 


the statement declared, adding 
that the anti-union campaign 
constitutes “a threat to basic, 
free, democratic American 
institutions.” 


Cindi Asks 
Data Power 
For BLS 


Bal Harbour, Fla.—The AFL- 
CIO Executive Council, charging 
that the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
‘evaded its responsibilties” in a 
productivity report out of fear of 
being cut off from data by busi- 
ness firms, declared it would seek 
legislation granting compulsory 
data-collecting powers to the BLS 
and similar government agencies. 

The recent BLS report, “Trends 
in Output per Man-Hour in the 
Private Economy, 1909-1959,” the 
council said, “is a great disappoint- 
ment to us.” 

The council said the report’s 
title leads one to expect an analysis 
of long-term productivity develop- 
ments. However, it added, the re- 
port “is practically barren of any 
meaningful analysis. . . .” 

Perhaps it is natural that any 
government statistical agency 
would be “reluctant” to make 
findings which might prove “of- 
fensive to any important seg- 
ment” in the U.S., the statement 
said. Nonetheless, it continued, 
the BLS “evaded its responsi- 
bilities by failing to make an 
effective evaluation” of the pro- 
ductivity data. 


The BLS is “vulnerable” on any 
report, the AFL-CIO said, because 
it must depend on the voluntary 
cooperation of business firms, being 
limited to moral persuasion if a 
firm fails to supply data. 

The AFL-CIO pointed out that 
the Commerce Dept.’s Bureau of 
Census has authority to compel 
reporting of information by various 
segments of the economy. 

Noting that BLS maintains oth 
business and labor advisory com- 
mittees, the AFL-CIO said the op- 
eration of these groups and BLS 
generally would rest on a firmer 
foundation if the bureau enjoyed 
compulsory reporting powers. 

The council said it would make 
“vigorous” efforts to persuade 
Congress to grant compulsory data 
collecting powers to all government 
Statistical agencies to enable them 
to pursue their work objectively 
in the public interest and without 


any improper pressures. 
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bi berty in Sel f Development 
Held Need of African Unions 


Bal Harbour, Fla.—Africa’s free trade unions, which have been in “thé forefront of the struggle” 
for their countries’ national independence, must be allowed to develop along their own lines free 
of any “particular European or American pattern of organization structure,” the AFL-CIO Executive 
Council has warned. 

The council adopted a statement at its session here declaring that Africa’s unions “provide the best 
hope for promoting human dignity®—— 


TALKING THINGS OVER after the meeting of the AFL-CIO 


Committee on Political Education at Bal Harbour, Fla., are (left 
to right) COPE Dir. James L. McDevitt, Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler and Pres. George Meany. 


Council Urges ICFTU 


To Move on Revamp 


Bal Harbour, Fla.—Full implementation of the reorganization 
resolution adopted by the Sixth World Congress of the Intl. Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions will create a basis for making the 
free world labor body “a more effective instrument” in meeting the 
challenge of the future, the AFL-CIO Executive Council said at its 


meeting here. 

The ICFTU congress, held in 
Brussels in December, directed the 
executive board to take steps to re- 
vamp the structure so as to make it 
“more adequate and responsive to 
the tasks ahead,” with increased 
stress on the need for building ef- 
fective trade unionism in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, and 
other areas where “the struggle is 
the hardest and the need is the 
greatest.” 

The council said it is “encour- 
aged by the increasing emphasis 
and urgency” the ICFTU placed 
on the need for greater attention 
to the problems of Asian, Afri- 
can and Latin American workers. 

“Hundreds of millions through- 
out the world live in abject poverty 
and are denied the essentials of 
political and spiritual freedom,” the 
council said. 


“Soviet imperialism continues to 
intensify and place increasing em- 
phasis on attempts to exploit this 
poverty and injustice through pro- 
grams of economic penetration and 


NX 


political subversion and enslave- 
ment. The free world labor move- 
ment is dedicated to the struggle to 
win a fuller measure of both bread 
and freedom for people every- 
where.” 

The council pledged full AFL- 
CIO cooperation to the special 
committee the ICFTU executive 
board set up to make proposals 
on reorganization so the com- 
mittee “can pursue its objectives 
with vigor and dispatch” and re- 
port back to the executive board 
at a meeting in June. 


“The Executive Council shares 
the opinion,” the statement con- 
cluded, “that the reorganization of 
the ICFTU structure and the in- 
creasing emphasis which is to be 
placed upon the work of building 
free trade unions in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America will stimulate a 
more favorable and sympathetic re- 
sponse for appeals to secure the 
necessary support to the Intl. Soli- 
darity Fund from the stronger free 
trade union centers.” 


$4.2 Billion 


nations. 


groups. 


Sought by Eisenhower 


Pres. Eisenhower has asked Congress for $4.2 billion in 
new foreign aid funds, of which $2 billion would be in the 
form of military assistance and $2.2 billion in economic help. 

Included was a request for $700 million for lending by the 
Development Loan Fund, combined with the extension of ad- 
ditional aid to Bolivia, Haiti, North Africa and Middle East 
He also asked authorization for the United States 
to join the proposed Inti. Development Association, which is 
tied to the World Bank and would make easy-term loans to 
nations seeking to develop primitive economies. 

The AFL-CIO convention in San Francisco last September 
called for long-term authorization for a minimum contribu- 
tion of $1.5 billion a year to the Development Loan Fund, 
as well as “effective U.S. financial support” for the Intl. De- 
velopment Association and proposed regional development 


Eisenhower proposed in addition an unspecified sum for a 
joint project to develop the Indus River for irrigation, de- 
pending on an agreement between India and Pakistan to share 
use of the waters; additional conventional economic help to the 
two nations; increased loans and grants to help Formosa be- 
come self-sustaining; education and training funds for Africa 
south of the Sahara Desert; and continued help to other na- 
tions in training for technical skills. 


Foreign Aid 


and individual self-respect” in the 
dual struggle against colonialism 
and the Communist threat to sub- 
vert their newly-won independence. 

The AFL-CIO pledged support 
of decisions of the sixth world con- 
gress of the Intl. Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions “for aiding 
more effectively and generously” 
Africa’s emerging free trade un- 
ions. 

“If energetically executed (and) 
flexibly applied,” the council said, 
these decisions will “speed the 
growth of strong free trade union 
movements and thwart the Commu- 
nist drive to dominate the labor or- 
ganizations in Africa.” 

The Executive Council declared: 

“As the trade unions of Africa 
grow and become more effective 
instruments for protecting the in- 
terests of the workers, they are 
bound to develop forms of or- 
ganizations most suitable to their 
own specific conditions. 

“Just as economic developments 
and progress in the underdeveloped 
countries will not proceed in the 
tempo of the 19th century, so it is 
unlikely that the trade union move- 


ments in these lands will go through 
the organic, step-by-step develop- 
ment of the European or American 
labor movements.” 

The council expressed the hope 
that the forthcoming African trade. 
union conference, scheduled to be 
held in Casablanca in May, “will, 
with the cooperation and help of 
the ICFTU and its affiliates, con- 
tribute to uniting the people of 
Africa on the basis of advancing 
their political democracy, economic 
freedom and human well-being.” 


Developments Welcomed 

The recent Second All African 
Peoples Congress at Tunis, the 
statement continued, gave consider- 
ation to “concrete measures for 
promoting economic integration 
among the African states.” 

The AFL-CIO said that free la- 
bor in the highly industrialized 
countries “can only welcome these 
significant developments which re- 
flect the aspirations of the African 
peoples to self-government, inde- 
pendence, and indigenous free trade 
union organizations.” 

The Executive Council said that 


in recent years there has been “no- 


table progress” in the efforts by the 
peoples of Africa to attain national 
independence, noting that “there 
are now 10 independent African 
nations—and more are coming.” 

The council added that “much re- 
mains to be done” in Kenya, Al- 
geria, Angola, Nyasaland, Uganda 
and South Africa. 


“The yearning of the Africans 
for human dignity and freedom 
has not yet been satisfied; their 
fears and bitter resentment, gen- 
erated by years of foreign tyran- 
ny, have yet to be eliminated,” 
the statement declared. 


Through influence on U.S. for- 
eign policy, through active partici- 
pation in expanded international 
trade secretariat activities, through 
greater education of rank-and-file 
members, and through utilization 
of American labor’s organization 
strength and facilities, the council 
said, “we of the AFL-CIO will 
strive to help the cause of national 
independence, democracy, free 
trade unionism, economic develop- 
ment and _ better conditions of work 
and life for every country in 
Africa.” 


AFL-CIO World Affairs Conclave 
To Probe U. S. Foreign Program 


Bal Harbour, Fla.—The international affairs conference called by the AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil for Apr. 19 and 20——“The Struggle for Peace and Freedom”—will place U.S. foreign policy under 


a microscope. 


Scheduled for the 185th anniversary of the Battle of Lexington and Concord, the meeting is in- 
tended to crystalize labor thinking on foreign affairs in anticipation of the East-West “summit” con- 


ference, scheduled for Ma’ 
Pres. Eisenhower’s June 10 trip to 
Russia and of the presidential elec- 
tion. 

The conference was announced 
by the Executive Council at its 
meeting here in a statement predict- 
ing that U.S. foreign policy will be 
“re-examined and put to test as 
never before.” It will be attended 
by the officers of ali international 
unions and state and city central 
bodies. 

Arrangements for the meeting 
are in the hands of an Executive 
Council committee composed of 
Vice Presidents George M. Har- 
rison, Walter P. Reuther and David 
Dubinsky. 

“It is vitally necessary for our 
country and our working people 
in particular to have the fullest 
possible understanding of the 
most important international 
problems and tasks,” the council 
declared. 

“Such understanding by the 
people is the first prerequisite 
for our country evolving and pur- 
suing an effective democratic 
foreign policy. 

“In view of the interest, in- 
itiative and activities of the AFL- 
CIO in the realm of our coun- 
try’s foreign relations and in the 


ILPA Contest 
Judges Picked 


The faculty of the Dept. of Jour- 
nalism at the University of Michi- 
gan, with the assistance of the uni- 
versity’s Institute of Labor & In- 
dustrial Relations, will judge the 
1960 Journalistic Awards Contest 
sponsored by the Intl. Labor Press 
Association, 

Closing date for receiving entries 
at ILPA headquarters, 815 Six- 
teenth St., N.W., Washington 6, 
D. C., is Mar. 18. Eligible to com- 
pete are publications issued between 
Feb. 1. 1959 and Jan. 30, 1960. 
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development of the international 
free trade union movement as a 
vigorous force for the promotion 
of peace, freedom and social 
justice, our organization should 
demonstrate and dramatize — 
especially at this crucial moment 
—its efforts to foster clarification 
and understanding of the critical 


policies therein,” the council said. 

There is no better way, the coun- 
cil maintained, of “assuring the full 
contribution” of labor in the devel- 
opment of a sound foreign policy 
promoting peace and freedom. 

Plans are being made for out- 
standing authorities to address the 
conference on all phases of the 
international situation. Question 
and discussion periods will follow 


world situation and United States 


Labor Calls 


each principal address. 


for Boycott 


Of South African Goods 


Bal Harbour, Fla—The AFL-CIO Executive Council has voiced 
“deep concern” over the South African government’s “continued 
brutal and inhuman racial policies,” and has called for a U.S. con- 
sumer boycott of all imports from that country. 


In a resolution adopted at the 


mid-winter council session here, 


the AFL-CIO leaders noted that the: 
sixth world congress of the Intl. 
Confederation of Free Trade Un- 
ions called on all affiliates to or- 
ganize such boycotts. 


The ICFTU session in Brussels 
last December said the move would 
be “tangible support” of labor soli- 
darity with the oppressed South 
Africans of Negro or mixed par- 
entage and would “exert maximum 
economic pressure” to bring about 
a change in their government’s ra- 
cial policies. 


The council instructed the AFL- 
CIO Dept. of Intl. Affairs to: 


@ Assist in the organization of 
the boycott by the American labor 
movement and provide educational 
materials. “to make the boycott ef- 
fective.” 


" < 
@ Work closely with citizen 
committees comprising church, 
civic and consumer groups, “thus 
creating a broad base for a con- 
sumers’ boycott.” 


reinforcing the consumers’ boycott 
by a government boycott of South 
African gold and other materials.” 
@ Advise the South African 
government of labor’s “determina- 
tion to carry out the boycott” un- 
less that government “is prepared 
to change its inhuman racial poli- 
cies,” . . 

The Executive Council said 
South Africa’s “apartheid” poli- 
cies, which deny virtually all 
rights to that country’s millions 
of Negroes, “do violence to all 
concepts of decency and moval- 
ity.” The United Nations Gen- 
eral Assembly, the resolution 
said, has ‘‘repeatedly con- 
demned” the South African poli- 
cies. s 

The worldwide boycott of South 
Africa’s raw materials and manu- 
factured goods, the council said, is 
being “strongly supported” ia 
Jamaica, many parts of Africa, 
Western Europe, Scandinavia and 
throughout the British Isles: 


@ Explore the “practicability of 
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Council Urges Thompson Bill: 


, 


$1 Billion School id 


‘Absolute Minimum’ 


Bal Harbour, Fla.—The $1 billion Thompson school construc- |; 
tion bill—virtually the same as one introduced and then abandoned }: 
by the Eisenhower Administration in 1957—is the “absolute mini- 
mum” to help meet the crisis in the nation’s public schools, the 


AFL-CIO has declared. 


In a statement. adopted at its 
session here, the Executive Coun- 
cil restated labor’s belief that the 
“best bill before the Congress to 
improve our educational system” 
is the Murray-Metcalf bill, which 
would provide $1.1 billion annually 
for four years for both classroom 
copstruction and teachers’ salaries. 


“Unfortunately,” the council 
declared in reference to mount- 
ing conservative opposition both 
to the size of the appropriation 
and the use of federal funds 
to help raise teachers’ salaries,. 
“Congress has made it plain it 
will not pass this measure.” 

The Murray-Metcalf bill cleared 
the House Education Committee 
last year but has been stalled by 
the conservative - controlled Rules 
Committee. In an effort to get an 
aid-to-education measure past this 
hostile group, a House Education 
subcommittee this year voted unan- 
imously for the bill sponsored by 
Rep. Frank Thompson, Jr., (D- 
N.J.). 

The Senate this year, by a 54-35 
vote, passed a $1.8 billion two-year 
school-aid bill that would make fed- 
eral grants available for both con- 
struction and teachers’ pay. 

House passage of the Thomp- 
son bill, the Executive Council 
statement declared, would “rec- 
ognize the vital and urgent need 
for federal grants to help build 
the classrooms necessary to the 
health and welfare of our chil- 
dren” and would “at least be a 
step in the right direction.” 

The Council said that the na- 
tion’s public school system “faces 
a continuing genuine crisis in 
1960,” pointing to a nationwide 
survey by the U.S. Office of Edu- 
cation that’ showed that at the 
start of the current school year 
“we needed 132,000 additional 
classrooms to house the growing 


obsolete, unsatisfactory facilities.” 
While the classroom shortage 
continues to be substantial and pub- 
lic school enrollment—which has 
climbed 42 percent since 1950— 
continues to increase, schoof bond 
sales declined 20 percent from 
September 1958 to August 1959, 
the council said. It noted that 
Health, Education & Welfare Sec. 
Arthur S. Flemming recently ad- 
mitted this “unfortunate downward 
trend.” 

The statement declared that Ad- 
ministration proposals to use fed- 
eral funds solely for the purpose of 
helping pay interest charges on 
school construction bonds is “next 
to useless” because many school 
districts “have literally reached the 
limit of indebtedness and cannot 
borrow more.” 


The AFL-CIO said the classroom 
shortage is “only part of the story 
of the crisis in education” and 
pointed out that “because of in- 
creased enrollment, more -teachers 
are needed each year.” The state- 
ment continued: 


Low Teacher Pay Hit 

“Because wages are unconscion- 
ably low, not enough young men 
and women enter the teaching pro- 
fession. The results of the shortage 
are evidenced in classes which are 
too large and in the practice of hir- 
ing teachers who do not meet mini- 
mum certification requirements.” 


In the field of education, the 
council also. called for a federally 
financed college scholarship pro- 
gram for worthy students, point- 
ing out that each year approxi- 
mately 150,000 high school grad- 
uates in the top quarter of their 
classes do not enter college. 


“Many of these students,” the 
council declared, ‘“‘are deterred pri- 
marily for financial reasons. We, 
as a nation, cannot afford this ter- 
rible waste of our greatest natural 


number of students and to replace 


Federal Pay Increase 
Wins Council Support 


Bal Harbour, Fla—Salaries paid by the federal government to 
“shamefully inadequate” and “below the com- 
monly accepted requirement for a healthy and decent standard of 
living,” the AFL-CIO Executive Council declared here. 


The council called on Congress to give “immediate and favorable 


its employes are 


resource—our children.” 


consideration” to legislation raising 
salaries of annually-paid federal 
workers by at least 12 percent. 

The statement also endorsed the 
full legislative program of the Gov- 
ernment Employes Council, coordi- 
nating body for 24 unions repre- 
senting 650,000 federal workers. 
Pei approval was urged 
or: 

@ A “long overdue” union rec- 
Ognition bill which would require 
gOvernment agencies to consult 
with unions “in setting policy and 
resolving disputes involving work 
Tules, seniority, promotions and 
routine grievances.” 

®@ Action by Congress “to halt 
speed-up systems,” including estab- 
lishment of excessively high “pro- 
ductivity norms” in some manual 
Operations. 

®@ Modernization of the U.S. 
Employes’ Compensation Act, par- 
ticularly with respect to benefits 
payable for recurrence of injuries. 
Under present law these benefits 
are based on the employe’s salary 
at the time of the original disability 
and no consideration is given to 
interim wage increases. 


| consideration. 


@ Equal treatment for retired 
government employes through en- 
actment of a health benefit pro- 
gram comparable to that voted last 
year for active employes. 

The Executive Council statement 
emphasized, however, that salary 
legislation should be given priority 


“The government’s own figures,” 
the statement declared, show the 
“substandard” nature of federal sal- 
aries. 

A postal employe with three 
dependents has approximately 
$18 a week less take-home pay 
than the average “spendable 
earnings” of an industrial work- 
er, the council declared quoting 
Labor Dept. statistics. 

“Almost one-half of all so-called 
white - collar workers on Uncle 
Sam’s payroll earn less than $4,500 
a year,” the council noted. 

Present federal pay levels, the 
statement concluded, are below 
“what is needed to man our public 
service with skillful, conscientious 


RECOMMENDATION that the AFL-CIO General Board be convened after the party conventions 
to consider endorsing a presidential candidate was made at a meeting of the Committee on Political 
Education in Bal Harbour, Fla., which AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Walter P. Reuther is shown (above) ad- 
dressing. The recommendation was approved the following day by the AFL-CIO Executive Council. 


Civil Rights Cases in AFL-CIO 
Face New Internal Procedures 


Bal Harbour, Fla—The AFL-CIO is making “definite progress” in policing civil rights abuses 
within labor’s ranks, Pres. George Meany declared here following Executive Council adoption of 
new procedures to insure compliance with the federation’s consitution in civil rights cases. 

The council approved a system under which Meany will appoint special subcommittees to handle 
each case of alleged violation that has not been resolved at a lower level. The subcommittees will 


involved and report directly back 
to the Executive Council. 

The new system replaces pro- 
cedure under which compliance 
with directives to eliminate dis- 
crimination were handled by a sub- 
committee of the AFL-CIO Civil 


Rights Committee. 
ss 


One Case Up Now 


At the present time, there is one 
case before the council. This in- 
volves Local 26 of the Intl. Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers in 
Washington. Meany will function 
as a subcommittee of one in this 
case. 


In discussing this case and the 
broader internal civil rights at a 
press conference, Meany said that 
about 14 months ago the federa- 
tion was under tremendous pres- 
‘sure from the President’s Commit- 
tee on Equal Job Opportunities, 
headed by Vice Pres. Nixon, to 
take action against Local 26, which 
refused to admit Negroes to mem- 
bership. 
Meany said the federation in- 
sisted at that time that since the 
contractor had signed an agreement 
ith the- government containing a 
non-discrimination clause, he be 
forced to hire a Negro under the 
union-shop provisions of his con- 
tract with Local 26. 


To facilitate a showdown, 
Meany said, he told Labor Sec. 
James P. Mitchell, vice-chairman 
of the committee, that a fully 
trained Negro electrician would 
be made available to the contrac- 
tor. If the local refused to go 
along, Meany continued, both 
the IBEW and the federation 
were prepared to act against the 
local. 


“I personally made that offer to 
Mitchell on the telephone,” Meany 
said. “I urged him to act against 
the construction company which 
was violating its own contract with 
the government.” 


No Word Since 


The Nixon committee, he told 
reporters, has never sent word to 
the AFL-CIO since that time on 
further action. A press release 
which the committee had prepared, 
detailing its activities in connection 
with the Washington case, was 
withdrawn, Meany said, “in order 
to give the committee time to act 
against the contractor, who was 
the real culprit.” 

The AFL-CIO pointed out that 
under the law the government can 
cancel a contract when the contrac- 


and efficient personnel.” 


deal with the international unions® 


) the government provision. 


guarantee not to discriminate in 
employment. 

Local 26, Meany said, is guilty} 
of non-compliance with the feder- 
ation constitution but not of any 
act regarding the Nixon commit- 
tee. It is the contractor, not the 
local union, which is in defiance of 


The AFL-CIO president de- 
clared “We’re not going to aban- 
don AFL-CIO policy or sur- 
render to the local union,” but 
added that regardless of the 
locals own stand on discrimina- 
tion “the contractor should not 
be allowed to hide behind the 
policy of the local,” with regard 
to Negro workers. 


He pointed out that a number 


of civil rights cases have been han- 
dled successfully, citing that of Iron 
\Workers Local 22 in Washington 
which has registered several quali- 
fied Negro rodmen for job re- 
ferral, and an IBEW local in Co- 
lumbia, S. C., that has been com- 
pletely desegregated and has elected 
a Negro as an officer. 

Meany and AFL-CIO Vice Pres. 

Walter P. Reuther serve on the 
Nixon committee, and have coop- 
erated over the years in eliminating 
discrimination on jobs under gov- 
ernment contract. 
' The AFL-CIO president said it 
was unfortunate that the Nixon 
committee “sort of lost interest” in 
the IBEW Local 26 case “when we 
insisted that they apply the law” 
to the contractor. 


Agnes Meyer Named 


Murray-Green Winner 


Bal Harbour, Fla——The 1960 Murray-Green Award for out- 
standing contributions to the nation will go to Mrs. Agnes Meyer 
of Washington, D. C., author and lecturer in the fields of educa- 
tion and social welfare, the AFL-CIO Executive Council announced 


Washington Post & Times Herald, 


year. 
In other actions, the council: 


@ Voted $10,000 for the Gen- 
eral Federation of Algerian Work- 


orphaned children of Algerian trade 
unionists lost in the fighting there. 
The children are 


council also urged the U.-S. gov- 
ernment to do everything in its 
power to bring an end to the Al- 
gerian war. 


Aid to Finnish Unions 


@ Voted to provide financial aid 
to the Finnish trade union move- 
ment to prevent Communists from 
taking control of the Finnish Fed- 
eration of Labor (SAK). 

@ Approved a program to join 
with the Israeli labor federation 
(Histadrut) in setting up a labor 
training coiiege in Israel for Asian 
and African trade unionists. The 
AFL-CIO will provide half the 
scholarships in the first year, a total 
of about 60, at an approximate cost 
of $175,000. 


tor fails or refuses to hones his 


@ Approved a $21,000 grant to 


here. ® 
Mrs. Meyer, widow of the late |f 
publisher Eugene Meyer of the|} 


will receive the award later this|} 


ers (UGTA) to use in helping the |; 


in temporary |} 
camps in adjoining Tunisia.. The |; 


MRS. AGNES MEYER 


Scheduled for Murray-Green 
Award 


the Kenya Federation of Labor to 
help complete the federation’s 
headquarters building. The grant, 
to come from the AFL-CIO Spe- 
cial Purposes Fund, supplements 
an initial $35,000 grant from the 
William Green Memorial Fund and 
was made because the Kenya group 
could not raise the funds neces- 


sary to complete the project. 
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The Canker Within 
[9ST IN THE MAZE ‘of optimistic figures dominating the 
government’s latest job report and. the headlines heralding 
January 1960 as the “best January ever” for employment is a tragic 
statistic revealing a dangerous infection in the nation’s-economic 
bloodstream. 

About 910,000 Americans have been out of a job for 15 weeks 
or more. This in itself may not be an alarming figure although it 
denotes an intolerable amount of despair, suffering and misery for 
the families involved. What is alarming is the trend over the past 
few years in this area of chronic long-term unemployment. 

In 1957, before the onset of the worst postwar recession, there 
were 500,000 persons in the 15 weeks or more unemployed cate- 
gory. In January 1959 the figure rose to 1,375,000 as the effects 
of the recession were still being felt. A year later, last month, in 
a boom period it had dropped only to 910,000. 

In the period from pre-recession to post-recession and boom, 
long-term unemployment has increased 80 percent. 

Coupled with the persistent over-5 percent rate of unemployment, 
which plagued the country throughout 1959, and still persists, there 


is real cause for alarm. The over-5 percent rate is the highest} 


leveling-off rate since the end of the war. And with the labor 
force increasing steadily and automation and technology erasing 
jobs, the problem can become even more acute. 

A nation with 5.2 percent of its labor force idle cannot be 
accurately described as having full employment despite economic 
indicators pointing to a boom period. je 

There must be more jobs as the labor force expands; this is 
simple arithmetic. The real problem is to eliminate the causes of 
long-term chronic unemployment, to drop the rate of unemploy- 
ment below 5 percent. : ; 

This can only be done by adopting policies geared to economic 
growth rather than using tight money and restrictive budget policies 
which perpetuate chronic ailments. 


After Five Years 


HE MIDWINTER MEETING of the Executive Council marked 
Ta fifth anniversary of the agreement to merge the AFL and 
CIO, approved by the Unity Committee after months of negotiations. 

Five years later, after weathering a sharp political attack, a re- 


cession, an assault on collective bargaining and on unions gener-| ' 


ally, the federation is in good working condition despite internal 
disputes problems. . One 

Internal disputes have been blown up out of all proportion by 
incessant stories in the press, radio and TV that magnify internal 
problems and completely overlook the positive, progressive pro- 
grams of the federation to achieve ever-higher standards for all 
Americans on and off the job. 

The council meeting focused attention on the important prob- 
lems facing the nation and the labor movement—the problems of 
organizing in a climate of sometimes vicious opposition to unions; 
the problems of increasing automation and job displacement; the 
task of winning progressive social welfare programs through 
legislation and collective bargaining, of battling entrenched re- 
actionary political forces, of fighting dictatorship and totalitarian- 
ism everywhere and preserving free trade unions from extinction. 

In the five years since the approval of the merger agreement, 
the AFL-CIO has made progress in these areas far outweighing 
the internal stresses that were inherent in the merger pact and which 
are yielding, albeit slowly, to solution. 
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Law Professor Determines: 


‘Work’ Laws Bar Best Industry, 


O-CALLED “right-to-work” laws have re- 
 tarded the industrialization of the states that 
have approved them, according to a noted legal 
authority. 

The conclusion was reached by Daniel H. Pol- 
litt, associate professor of law at the University 
of North Carolina, in an independent study of the 
motivation and effect of the anti-collective bar- 
gaining laws in 19 states. 

A 36-page report on his research results, en- 
titled “Right-to-Work Laws: An Evidentiary Ap- 
proach,” has been published by the National 
Council for Industrial Peace, of which Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt and former Sen. Herbert H. 
Lehman (D-N. Y.) are co-chairmen. 

The report stated that the real purpose behind 
“right-to-work” laws “is to hamstring union ef- 
fectiveness.” 

Pollitt said in his heavily-documented study 
that industries that boost the economy of an 
area prefer to locate in “high-wage” states in- 
stead of states with “right-to-work” laws where 
low wages prevail. 

“These market-oriented plants produce such 
things as automobiles, farm equipment, electrical 
supplies, machinery, rubber products, and build- 
ing materials,” the report stated. 

“They build the largest plants, employ the most 
people, and pay the highest wages . . . they ex- 
pected to be unionized and were in fact unionized. 
Many of them have companywide agreements with 


in all plants, wherever located.” 


HE REPORTED that, by contrast, a few in- 
dustries that pay the lowest wage scales have 
moved to low-wage “right-to-work” states for the 
purpose of “exploiting” working people, and that 
the result has been to “create rather than solve” 
economic problems, 

“Industrialization, accompanied by low wages, 
is the cause, not the cure, for economic problems, 

“All studies . . . indicate that. right-to-work 
law states have not received more than their 
proportionate share of new industry, and that the 
enactment of right-to-work laws is in no way 
responsible for their increase in non-farm em- 
ployment. ... 

“There is no evidence that industry as a whole 
is concerned with ‘right-to-work’ laws when select- 
ing a location for expansion. 


“Of the ten states which led in the percentage 


the home union whereby wages are standardized 


Invite Exploitation and Strife 


of increased industrialization from 1939 to 1953, 
only two of them (Texas and Florida) were right- 
to-work states.” 

Pollitt said that the type of industry which 
moves to a state to avoid union wage scales 
“does not increase the economic welfare of the 
state where it settles—it exploits rather than 
develops the economy, and thereby makes the 
region less attractive” to industries that enhance 
a state’s economic well-being. 


“RIGHT-TO-WORK laws have not only failed 
to prevent work stoppages; they have had the 
detrimental effect of depriving the employer of 
what he wants most from a union—a firm ‘no- 
strike’ pledge for the duration of the collective 
bargaining agreement. 

“The enactment of right-to-work laws did not 
curtail the number of strikes in the 11 original 
right-to-work states. 

“Nebraska, whose spokesman told the Senate 
that its right-to-work law decreased strikes, was 
the scene of twice as many of the nation’s strikes 
in the years following the right-to-work law as in 
the years preceding its enactment. 

“In seven of the 11 original right-to-work 
law states (Arizona, Georgia, Iowa, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, South Dakota and Texas) the 
percentage of the nation’s strikes has increased 
since 1947, For the seven-year period prior 
to 1947, the combined 11 right-to-work law 
states had an annual average of 3.5 percent of 
the nation’s strikes; in the seven-year period fol- 
lowing 1947, the percentage increased to 4.51 
percent.” i 

Pollitt made these further points: 

@ “The union shop contract is essential to the 
very existence of unions in some industries, and 
conductive to, better labor-management relations 


in all.” ., 


© “The overwhelming majority of employes 


affected want the union shop, as do those em- 


ployers with first hand experience.” 

_@ “There is no valid reason why the payment 

of union. dues as a basis of continued employ- 
ment should not be left to agreement by manage- 
ment and labor.” 
__ @ “So long as unions must fight for the right 
to exist, so long as the principle of good faith 
collective bargaining is denied in large quarters, 
unions need to negotiate for and enter into union 
security agreements,” 
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Page Seven 


Morgan Says: 


Playing Politics at Canaveral? 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan,’ ABC commen- 
tator sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Mor- 
gan over the ABC network Monday through 
Friday at 7 p. m., EST.) 


T HIS NEWS CONFERENCE on Jan. 13, 

Pres. Eisenhower angrily denied the implica- 
tion of a questioner that his administration was 
dealing with the issue of 
defense on a partisan basis. 
“, . . I don’t have to be 
partisan,” he snapped in 
reply, “and I want to tell 
you this: I’ve spent my life 
in this, and I know more 
about it than almost any- 
body, I think, ... in the 
country ....” 


EE himself up as the supreme 

Morgan authority, as it were, on 
the whole complex problem of our preparedness, 
who simply wasn’t going to brook any criticism 
from anybody, least of all a lot: of “parochial” 
generals and busybody politicians. 

That being the case, it is both proper and timely 
to wonder how much the President increased his 
knowledge by his jet-propelled sl to Cape Cana- 
veral., 


THE WHITE HOUSE broadly hinted that 
“some important new stuff” would be seen and/or 
revealed on the tour. News Sec. James Hagerty 
said the President would have something to say to 
reporters at the end of his visit and the implica- 
tion was that it could well be an important pro- 
nouncement about U.S. weapons strength. 


The President’s actual words did not make the 
headlines. “Well,” he said as he prepared to fly 
back to Washington, “it was an interesting day, 
and I have been wanting to come here for a long 
time, so it is a trip that is another realization of 
ambition.” But with the crucial debate over our 
relative strength with the Soviet Union still at 
its height, every paper in America carried a picture 
of Gen. Eisenhower, wreathed in a reassuring 


Approximately 900,000 Americans die every 
year from diseases of the heart and circulatory 
system—54 percent of all deaths. 

A lot of them, of course, are workers. The 
Street & Electric Railway Employes, for instance, 
conducted a study of the 171 deceased members 
to whose families death benefits were paid in 
Jan. 1959 and found that 104—more than: 60 
percent—were victims of some form of disease 
of the heart and blood vessels. 

Workers can only mourn their dead. But they 
can do something to restore the disabled and the 
crippled to useful lives. 

They can contribute to the annual Heart Fund 
campaign of the American Heart Association, 
which is conducted this month and which will 
reach its climax on Heart Sunday, Feb. 28, when 
1.5 million volunteers—many of them union mem- 
bers—will make door to door collections. 

There was a time when a worker stricken by 

a heart or circulatory ailment was put on the 


Washington Reports: 


More Economic Growth Urged 


EN. PAUL DOUGLAS (D-ILL.), chairman of 
the Joint Congressional Economic Commit- 
tee, and the ranking minority member of the com- 
mittee, Rep. Thomas B. Curtis (R-Mo.) agreed 
in an interview on Washington Reports to the 
People that unemployment continues to increase 
“at a worrisome rate” despite other improvements 
in the economy. 

They disagreed on the way to correct the situa- 

Douglas said on the AFL-CIO public service 
program heard on over 300 radio stations: “I 
think we must recognize that rapid technological 
growth brings in its wake much unemployment. 
In the prosperous periods of 1951-53, unemploy- 
ment was 3 percent. In 1956-57, it was 4 per- 
cent. Now it’s over 5 percent. Furthermore, 
each recession tends to be more severe.” 

Curtis claimed that the expected budget bal- 
ance “will help ease the tight-money situation so 
that we can get investment necessary to finance 
expansion, which means more jobs.” 


Thus, the President set - 


-graphs of Mr. Eisenhower in front of some 


. The stakes are terrifyingly high, whatever it is. 


Heart Fund Support Is Asked 


ey 
cae a 


smile, standing before a ,poised missile at Cape 
Canaveral. 
In the hurried improvisations that passed for 
of the venture to the famous missile 
-and satellite testing center (Cape Canaveral 
had 24 hours’ notice of the visit which had been 
so long on the President’s mind), photographers 
had prime vantage points but reporters were 
held at arms length for “security” reasons, | 
Pres. Eisenhower spent less than three hours 
actually inspecting equipment and being briefed. 
Despite the Administration’s belated emphasis 
on a space program, he took no official of the 
Civilian Space Agency with him and as Science 
Writer William Hines reported i in the Washing- 
ton Star, “As far as increasing his grasp of 
either science or missilery was concerned, Mr. 
Eisenhower could have learned as much by 
staying at home and being briefed” Ry Penta- 
gon experts. ? 


““About the only thing of any national conse- 
quence that occurred,” reported Hines, who ac- 
companied the President, “was a breach of mili- 
tary security.” This involved some overheard 
classified data on the Polaris submarine missile. 


WHATEVER its other ramifications, the leak, 
Hines wrote, “was important as a symptom charac- 
teristic of what happens when news is created or 
‘managed’ for reasons that apparently have little 
to do with the national welfare. ... A prime 
purpose of the tour seemed to be to secure photo- 


missiles.” 


Such a dispatch, in such a staunchly Republi- 
can, loyally pro-Eisenhower metropolitan daily as 
the Evening Star, is not lightly to be brushed 
aside. “I will go to Korea,” promised the general 
in 1952 in what Democrats cried was the political- 
ly-motivated but admittedly clinching climax of his 
campaign. And now, as Washington Post Car- 
toonist Herblock penned it so pointedly, with the 
verbal missiles of the defense debate whistling 
about his ears, he has beaten them to Cape Cana- 
veral. A perfect ploy in political gamesmanship? 


scrap heap for the rest of his life. Now 80 per- 
cent of all workers who survive first heart 
attacks are able to go to back to work, 

That is why organized labor so strongly sup- 
ports the campaign to fight what the Heart Asso- 
ciation calls the country’s No. 1 enemy. 

That’s why AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany and 
Vice. Pres A. J. Hayes, president of the Machin- 
ists, have accepted reappointments to the Commit- 
tee of National Sponsors of the 1960 Heart Fund. 

Meany pointed out that union members, “like 
every other member of our society,” are affected 
by heart ailments and “must do their part to help 
eliminate this scourge.” - 

“It is only proper that we in the AFL-CIO 
recognize our stake in the fight against heart 
disease. As a national sponsor of the 1960 
Heart Fund, I commend to you this worthy 
cause for your support. I am confident the 
men and women of the AFL-CIO will meet this 
challenge.” 


The two spokesmen disagreed on. the bases for 
estimating economic growth. Douglas divided his 
figures into two periods: 1947-53 for the Truman 
Administration, during which he said the growth 
rate was 4.5 percent, and 1953-59, the Eisenhow- 
er years, “when it was mi 2.3 percent, or aad 
half as great.” 

Curtis claimed the ree were ate ‘since 
1953 was within the period of the Korean War, 
when the growth was high. He said that: from 
1946, “which was the end of World War I,” 
projected through 1960, the rate of growth is 4 
percent. 

Douglas challetged the inclusion of 1960 since 
“it has not yet occurred,” and pointed out ‘that 
the rate of growth from 1946 to 1959, according 
to the Committee for Economic Development, a 
business group, was 3.2 percent. Curtis argued 


that there is “pretty good agreement by everyone 


that we are going to hit a $510 billion national 


=(TsS vYouR— = 
WASHINGTON 


THERE IS SOMETHING distressing about the speech by the 
venerable former Pres. Hoover the other day charging that this 
country is “plagued by the infection of Karl Marx” and that the 


| agents of infection are people’who “like hermit crabs crawl into 


such terms as ‘liberal,’ ‘progressive,’ ‘public electric power,’ the 
‘welfare state’ and a half-dozen others.” 

It is nearly 30 years since the 85-year-old Mr. Hoover was 
drowned by public repudiation of the policies he pursued in the 
White House in a time of dreadful national distress. Such a re- 
pudiation is shocking to any human ‘being, no doubt, and it is 
understandable that he as to: a hops of vindication and stoutly 
claims, “I was right.” © | 

The carping reiteration of “Mars, Marx, Marx” to character- 
ize every political position with which the old gentleman dis- 
agrees is nevertheless an indication of one of the things really 
wrong with the country.” 

Mr. Eisenhower, a temperate ‘isl, would never publicly use 

terms like “hermit crabs” to impute bad faith to those who “crawl 
into” advocacy of “public electric power.” His Administration did 
try to gut the Tennessee Valley Authority in the abortive Dixon- 
Yates deal and had to be fought to a showdown exposing chicanery 
before the surrender. “Expansion” of the TVA, the President him- 
self indicated, was his prime example of “creeping socialism.” 
It would be very bad, the successor to Mr. Hoover says, for the 
federal government to appropriate funds to aid states and localities 
in paying adequately such “‘local officials” as school teachers. He 
has obviously never read the unanswerable massed testimony show-. 
ing that for generations the federal government has actually in- 
vested funds to initiate and support educational systems, including ~ 
the payment of salaries, with never an evidence that this sapped 
the people’s moral fiber. . 

The American people historically have had the sense to use 
their community strength, through the federal government that 
represents all of them, to advance their common purposes, 

* * * 

THE U.S. CHAMBER of Commerce has found a congressman, 
Rep. Phil Landrum (D-Ga.), to echo its argument that the prevail- 
ing-wage protections of me Davis-Bacon and Walsh-Healey Acts 
are “unfair.” 

The chamber, as hea own sulilivetions say, is “waging a cam- 
paign” for repeal of these laws; Its spokesman, a Union Carbide 
Corp. lawyer named William C, Treanor, told the chamber’s leg- 
islative conference on Jan. 27 that “someone should have had the 
foresight” to get the laws repealed when the first minimum wage 
act was passed in 1938, because minimum wages made the earlier 
protective laws “entirely unnecessary.” 

The Davis-Bacon and Walsh-Healey laws require contractors on 
government jobs to pay wages equal to those “prevailing” in an 
area. They were designed to prevent federal money from being 
used for undermining standard wage rates. 

The minimum wage law, on the other hand, was designed to 
protect the defenseless worker in private business, not government 
contracts, and chiefly those who because of circumstances have not 
been capable of organizing unions, for their own protection against 
exploiters. The first standard minimum was $10 a week, rising to 
$16 a week, and it is now $40 for a 40-hour week. 

Landrum, one of the sponsors, of the Landrum-Griffin Act, 
wrote in Nation’s Business last August that the more generous 
provisions of the Walsh-Healey and Davis-Bacon Acts “work a 
hardship on the government and the businesses they cover.” 

He said “repeal should be considered” bedause the $40 minimum 

wage law “accomplishes the same general purpose.” 

Landrum is chairman of a House Labor subcommittee expected 
to “investigate” the Davis-Bacon and Walsh-Healey Acts to demon- 
strate the “hardship” when the government requires contractors to 
pay anything above $40 a week. 


SEN. PAUL DOUGLAS (D-ILL.), right, charged the Republican 
party “believes in fighting inflation by helping to create unemploy- 
ment” as he was interviewed on Washington Reports to the Peo- 
ple, AFL-CIO public service radi ogram. Rep. Thomas B. 
Curtis (R-Mo.) insisted that currgat GDP policies, including a id 


product in 1960.” 
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Display of Sea Power: | ashe | 


+ 


Aircraft Carrier Host to Executive Council 


IN WARDROOM aboard giant carrier, Vice Pres. George M. 
Harrison expresses thanks on behalf of council members for naval 
display. At right is Rear Adm. W. A. Sutherland, Jr., commander 
of Carrier Div. 2. 


JET FIGHTERS are assembled on flight deck of U.S.S. Independence, largest of 
nation’s attack carriers, prior to full-scale display put on for members of AFL-CIO 
Executive Council during mid-winter session at Bal Harbour, Fla. 


MODERN OPERATING ROOM aboard Navy carrier is inspected by members 

of Executive Council, who in addition to watching naval display toured the Inde- 
: a pendence to get close look at facilities designed to care for crew members both in 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL members and staff pose about Independ- peacetime and under combat conditions, 

ence’s flight deck with Navy host prior to start of three-hour maneu- 

vers designed to stress might of America’s sea power. 


Members of Council 
Visit Independence’ 


Bal Harbour, Fla—The U.S.S. Independence, largest and might. 
iest of the Navy’s attack aircraft carriers, played host to members 
of the AFL-CIO Executive Council during the mid-winter council 
session here. 

For three hours out at sea council members, accompanied by 
AFL-CIO staff members and reporters covering the council meeting, 
watched the Navy put on a display of sea power that ranged from 
bombing, strafing and aerial acrobatics to a convincing demonstra- 
tion of “Sidewinder” missiles that tracked and destroyed their prey. 

The naval exhibition also included a demonstration of sub- 
marine and depth-bombing by the Destroyer Strong, which ac- 
companied the Independence to sea for the special showing for 
federation leaders. 

Host to the council members were Rear Adm. W. A. Sutherland, 
Jr., commander of Carrier Div. 2; Independence Capt. J. W. 
O’Grady; and Capt. W. F. Schleck of the office of the Chief of 
Naval Operations. : 


Council members making the all-day trip were Vice Presidents Nayy HELICOPTER hovers near aircraft carrier Independence while members of AFL-CIO 
George M. Harrison, James B.' Carey, William C. Doherty, Joseph Executive Council, federation staff members, labor reporters and crewmen line the rail to watch finale 
Curran, L. S. Buckmaster, O. A. Knight, Paul L. Phillips, Karl F. of special naval show in waters off Florida coast. Display included depth-bombing, firing of 
Feller and Richard F. Walsh. missiles and submarine tracking. 
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States Have Failed: 


Federal Standards i 
On Benefits Asked 


Bal Harbour, Fla——Declaring that in six years the states have 
proved that they will not heed Pres. Eisenhower’s pleas for volun- 
tary improvements in their unemployment insurance laws, the AFL- 
CIO Executive Council has declared “it is now clearly up to Con- 
gress to... put a floor under the state programs.” 

The council adopted a statement ®- 


at its mid-winter session here sup- 
porting the pending Karsten-Ma- 
chrowicz-Kennedy-Case-McCarthy 
bill which would set minimum fed- 
eral standards, below which the 
states could not fall, on the amount 
and. duration of benefits, and 
broadening coverage. 

The bill would set benefits at 
50 percent of a worker’s average 
earnings, not to exceed two-thirds 
of the average state wage; would 
pay unemployment insurance for 
a flat 39-week period; and would 
include millions of workers cur- 
rently deprived of protection under 
the program. : 

Appeal to States Futile. 

The Executive Council noted 
that Eisenhower first called on the 
state legislatures to amend their un- 
employment insurance laws in 
1954, repeating the plea periodi- 
cally since that time. 

In the six years which have 
passed, the statement continued, 
only Hawaii and possibly New 
York have met these goals, al- 
though the nation “has been 
through two recessions with mil- 
lions of unemployed suffering 
from the shortcomings of the 
state programs.” 

The council said that “it is only 


A a A a ae | 5 
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by the federal government laying 
down. standards that the competi- 
tion for low-cost (and therefore 
low - benefit) programs between 
states can be halted.” It added that 
unemployment insurance taxes on 
employers foday “average only one- 
third the tax rate of 20 years ago.’ 

In House hearings on the jobless 
pay program last year, the Execu- 
tive Council declared, the Admin- 


DEEPLY ENGROSSED in their documents at the AFL-CIO Executive Council meeting at Bal Har- 
bour, Fla., are these three AFL-CIO vice presidents—Pres. O. A. Knight (left) of the Oil, Chemical 


istration and employers “admitted |& Atomic Workers; Pres. Jacob S. Potofsky (center) of the Clothing Workers and Pres. Harry C. 


that the state programs were inade- 
quate to protect the unemployed, 
but pleaded for more time to per- 
mit the states to correct their pro- 
grams.” The statement added: ~ 
“The record of these hearings 
shows that the same employers 
who appeared in Washington to 
urge Congress to rely on the 
states, themselves opposed ade- 
quate benefits when they ap- 
peared before their state legisla- 
tures. As a result, only 23 states 
raised their maximum benefit 
last year; only 16 lengthened the 
duration of benefits.” _ 

The council warned that unless 
Congress enacts permanent im- 
provements this session “it will be 
too late to be of any help for the 
unemployed” if the nation experi- 
ences a recession which economists 
have forecast could begin in 1961. 


Bates of the Bricklayers. — 


Dept. of Consumers Cabinet Post 
Asked as Safeguard Against Gyps 


Bal Harbour, Fla.—Labor will press vigorously for federal, state and local action to protect con- 
sumers against “exorbitant pricing, harmful products and deceitful advertising,” the AFL-CIO Execu- 
tive Council declared in a statement issued here. 

Calling for establishment of a cabinet-level Dept. of Consumers, the council cited disclosures of 
profiteering by the prescription drug industry and “payola” in broadcasting as examples of the “victim- 


ization” of the public by commer-® 


cial interests. ‘ 

The statement praised the efforts 
of some government agencies to 
protect the health and interests of 
consumers despite pressure from 
powerful trade groups, but de- 


Housing Construction Drop Holds 
Seeds of Recession, Council Says 


Bal Harbour, Fla.—Warning that the present housing construction downturn could precipitate a 
new recession, the AFL-CIO has called for both emergency and long-range housing legislation to 


halt the decline. 


The AFL-CIO Executive Council said the “major reason” for the housing slump has been “the 
‘tight-money’ policy the Eisenhower Administration has foisted on the nation’s economy.” It added 


that in the 1953-54 and 1957-58¢ 


recessions “it was the cutback in 
housing activity which preceded 
and helped to precipitate the gen- 
eral economic setback.” 

Housing experts, the council 
said in a statement adopted at its 
mid-winter session, are predicting 
that 1960’s housing starts will be 
down by 200,000 or more “from 
the already inadequate level of 
1959.” The statement said this 
would throw an additional 400,000 
or more workers out of jobs “at a 
time when high level chronic un- 
employment already plagues the 
nation.” 

The council reaffirmed labor’s 
support of the emergency hous- 
ing bill introduced by Rep. 
Albert Rains (D-Ala.) which 
would make $1 billion in federal 


funds available for mortgages on 
moderate-priced houses and free 
home buyers from excessive “dis- 
count” charges piled on top of 
high interest rates. The council 
termed the Rains bill a “neces- 
sary stop-gap to restore mini- 
mum levels of housing activity.” 
Declaring that the nation needs 
an annual buiiding rate of at least 
2.25 million housing units, the 
AFL-CIO leaders urged that once 
Congress has passed the Rains bill 
it should “turn immediately to con- 
sideration and enactment of a long- 
range housing program geared to 


the nation’s total long-term housing 


requirements,” The program would 
include: 
@ A large-scale, low-rent public 


Scand 


RAPT ATTENTION is paid to the proceedings at the Bal Har- 


bour, Fla., meeting of the AFL-CIO Executive Council by Vice 
Presidents A. Philip Randolph (left) and Joseph N. Curran. 


housing program “‘to provide decent 
homes for low-income families.” 


@ An effective middle-income 
housing program. 


@ A fully adequate program of 
housing for the elderly. 


@ A federal policy to assure 
every family an equal opportunity 
to obtain decent homes without re- 
gard to race, color, creed or na- 
tional origin. 


@ A greatly expanded slum 
clearance and urban redevelopment 
program. 

@ Effective encouragement to 
metropolitan planning. 

@ Other measures, including en- 
couragement for cooperative and 
moderate-priced rental housing; 
adequate housing for family farm- 
ers and farm workers; requirement 
of payment of the prevailing wage 
in any housing construction in- 
volving fetleral financial assistance; 
and protection of home owners 
against foreclosure in emergency 
situations. 


“Enactment of legislation con- 
taining these features,” the coun- 
cil statement declared, “would 
make. possible for the first time a 
major step toward the achievement 
of the goal of good homes for all. 
It would also help lay a solid foun- 
dation for economic prosperity in 
the years ahead.” 


- CORRECTION 


In the Feb. 13 issue of the AFL- 
CIO News, there was an inadvert- 
ent error in the headline on a story 
dealing with the decision of Jack 
Weinberger to remain as secretary- 
treasurer of the Hotel & Restaurant 
Workers. The headline mistakenly 
referred to the veteran trade union- 
ist by the name of “Weinheimer.” 
The AFL-CIO News regrets the 
error. 


nounced other regulatory bodies as 

“timid or apathetic.” 

“The Federal Communications 
Commission should stop consider- 
ing. itself as the special protector 
of the industry it is supposed to 
regulate and instead start consider- 
ing the public interest,” the council 
asserted. 

The AFL-CIO leaders called 
on the nation’s physicians to help 
break the “price-gouging poli- 
cies” of the drug manufacturers. 

- These policies, coupled: with un- 
necessary promotional gimmicks, 
“are adding untold millions to 
the already high cost of medical 
care,” they stated. 

A significant factor in the high 
cost of drugs, the statement noted, 
is the huge sum spent by the in- 
dustry on “gifts, hospitality and 
other types of kickbacks” in an 
effort to persuade physicians to pre- 
scribe drugs by trade-marked name 
rather than by chemical ingredients. 

“The aggressive salesmanship of 
the drug manfacturers as well as 
the too-ready acceptance of brand 
names by the doctors must both 
yield to a greater sense of respon- 
sibility toward the patient’s health 
and his pocketbook,” the council 
added. 

Pointing out that “organized 
labor has always taken the con- 
sumer’s fight as its own,” the coun- 
cil called for support—and ade- 
quate budgets—for regulatory 
agencies including the Food & 
Drug Administration and the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission. 

The FDA and its parent Dept. of 
Health, Education & Welfare were 
praised for “staunch refusal” to 
permit the distribution of contami- 
nated cranberries and poultry. 

These episodes, the council 
noted, “brought sharply into public 
awareness the vital and difficult role 
that government agencies must un- 
dertake in behalf of the consumer 
against careless, ignorant or callous 
preoccupation with profit-making 
at the possible expense of injury to 
the consumer.” : 

The statement emphasized that 
pending legislation to protect 
consumers against harmful color- 
ing matter in food, drugs and 
cosmetics should retain a provi- 
sion banning any substance 
shown to produce cancer in ani- 
mals. Fie 

Appropriations for the Federal 
Trade Commission must be “sub- 
stantially incfeased” to allow the 
agency effectively to police mis- 
leading advertising, the statement 
declared. 


|} Calling for both state and federal 


regulation of credit charges and de- 
ception in installment selling, the 
council endorsed a bill sponsored 
by Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D-Ill) 
to require that installment purchase 
contracts include a full statement 
of finance charges expressed in 
terms of simple annual interest. 


Would Alert Consumers 

Such a law, said the council, 
“would do much to alert consumers 
to the high prices they now pay for 
money.” 

The council praised the action of 
States which “have pioneered in 
the establishment of an Office of 
the Consumer Counsel as a means 
of initiating consumer programs 
and legislation and stimulating 
recognition of the consumer view- 
point in governmental regulatory 
activities.” 

Creation of a federal Dept. of 
Consumers, the council declared, 
would provide “a stronger voice 
for the consumer” and “more 
imaginative and disinterested ac- 
tivity” in the consumer’s behalf. 


Publication on 
Labor History 
Makes Bow 


New York—The first issue of a 
scholarly publication devoted to 
labor history has been greeted by 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany as 
filling “a vital need.” 

The publication, called Labor 
History, will come out three times 
a year under the auspices of the 
Tamiment Institute and will con- 
tain original research in American 
labor history, studies of unions and 
biographical ‘portraits of labor offi- 
cials. 

“Until it appeared,” said Meany, 
“there was no academic journal 
devoted exclusively to labor history. 
Surely this was a remarkable de- 
ficiency: for labor is a vital force 
in our national life and has power- 
fully ‘shaped the nation’s history. 
And without an understanding of 
labor’s contribution, it would be im- 
possible to understand that history. 

“Today more than ever labor 
needs the objectivity, truth and 
clarification which scholarship 
can bring to an understanding of 
its role in the life of the nation.” 

Chairman of the magazine’s edi- 
torial board is Prof. Richard B. 
Morris. Board members include 
Daniel Bell, Walter Galenson, 
Maurice Neufeld, Philip Taft and 


Brendan Sexton, 
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Page Ten 


rt NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, FEBRUARY = 1960 


BANQUET HONORING W. P. Kennedy on his re-election as president of the Railroad Trainmen 
brought congratulatory handshake from, left to right, Assistant Pres. S. C. Phillips of the Locomotive 
Firemen & Enginemen; Assistant Grand Chief Engineer R. E. Davidson of the Locomotive Engineers; 
Pres. H. E. Gilbert of the BLFE; Sen. Eugene J. McCarthy (D-Minn.); BRT Sec.-Treas.-elect W. E. B. 
Chase; Kennedy; Asst. to the Pres.-elect Charles Lune; Minnesota State Legis. Rep. L. J. Covey. 


Action on Civil Rights 
Asked of Congress 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ministration proposal is “superior.” 
The statement pointed out that the 
Eisenhower plan would extend vot- 
ing right guarantees to state as well 
as federal elections, and would in- 
clude voting as well as registration. 

The council added that the Ad- 
ministration proposal “may not be 
as effective” as the commission plan 
backed by the liberal Democrats, 
“in producing large numbers of 
Negro registrations.” As drafted, 
the Administration proposal might 
require each person allegedly de- 
nied voting or registration rights 


to go through protracted court pro-, 


cedures to prove he was discrimi- 
nated against, while the liberal plan 
would permit wholesale registration 
once discrimination was proved. 
The AFL-CIO leaders expressed 
fear that the coalition of “southern 
Democrats and conservative Re- 


Guaranteed 
Cargo Plane 


Loans Backed 


The AFL-CIO has endorsed 
legislation authorizing government- 
guaranteed loans to enable air- 
lines to purchase jet cargo planes 
which would be available for 
military use in times of national 
emergency. 

AFL-CIO Legislative Rep. 
George D. Riley told the Senate 
Aviation subcommittee that the bill 
should clearly specify that the air- 
craft must be constructed in the 


committee, 

which provides guarantees for 
loans up to 75 percent of the 
purchase price of the aircraft. 

Cargo planes purchased through 
government-guaranteed loans would 
be required to meet design and 
performance standards set by the 
Defense: Dept. 

Similar legislation enacted in 
1957, Riley told the subcommittee, 
played an important part in help- 
ing passenger airlines convert to 
jet operation. 


St. Louis Rail Clerks 
Council Picks Officers 


St. Louis—Anthony J. Posage 
has been re-elected president of the 
St. Louis-East St. Louis District 
Council of the Railway Clerks. 
Other officers elected at a meeting 
here include O. E. Chartrand, vice 
age and William F. Mar- 


steiner, secretary-treasurer. 


publicans “which was responsible 
for the Landrum-Griffin bill last 
year, and which has blocked much- 
needed social and economic legis- 
lation,” may still be in operation in 
Congress. . 

The council pointed out that if 
the Republicans had “rallied be- 
hand” a liberal-sponsored discharge 
petition in the House which would 
have bypassed the conservative- 
dominated Rules Committee and 
brought a bill to the floor, the 
House “could have completed de- 
liberations on civil rights.” 

The approximately 44 GOP 
members who have joined 165 
Democrats in signing the peti- 
tion thus far, the statement said, 
“deserve the appreciation of all 
civil rights supporters.” 

In addition to voting guarantees, 
the Executive Council declared, a 
civil rights measure enacted this 
year should carry a provision per- 
mitting the government to institute 
civil suits in school desegregation 


‘|cases-in order to make the bill “ef- 


fective and meaningful.” The state- 
ment concluded: 

“The AFL-CIO calls upon the 
Congress to enact such a bill with- 
out further delay. The rights of 
all citizens to vote, to attend 
schools of their choice, to live in 
dignity and security must not be 
denied another day.” 


Unions Seek 
Extension of 
Working Pact 


Portland, Ore.—Extension of a 
17-month-old working agreement 
between the Woodworkers and the 
Pulp-Sulphite Workers has been 
recommended by unity committees 
from the two AFL-CIO unions. 

The committees made the recom- 
mendation to their respective ex- 
ecutive boards following a meeting 
here to review progress under the 
10-point working agreement en- 
tered into Sept. 25, 1958. 


Joint Meeting Urged 


In separate reports filed with 
their respective unions, the com- 
mittees recommended the calling of 
a joint meeting of the executive 
boards of both the Pulp-Sulphite 


and Woodworkers unions in Chi- 


cago Apr. 2. 

In addition to considering ex- 
tension of the interim working 
agreement, the boards were urged 
by the unity committees to discuss 
a closer working arrangement in 
the fields of education, political ac- 
tion, legislative problems, collective 
bargaining and organizing. 

Serving on the Pulp-Sulphite 
unity committee are S. A. Stephens, 
Godfrey J. Ruddick, Frank Barnes 
and Elmer Meinz. The IWA’s com- 
mittee includes Pres. Al Hartung, 
Joe Morris, Harvey Nelson, Burk 
Christie and James Fadling. 


AFL-CIO Tells Congress: 


Pointing out that interest rates 


government bonds. 


Bond Interest Hike 
Held Not Justified © 


are now “at a 35-year high,” the 


AFL-CIO has told members of Congress that “no change . . . is 
justified” in the current 4.25 percent interest notes on long-term 


Taking direct issue with Pres. Eisenhower, is has urged om 


plete repeal of the interest ceiling 
to give the Administration “flexi- 
bility” in its fiscal policies, the fed- 
eration declared that the “‘decision- 
making authority on this vital mat- 
ter” should not be “transferred to 
the President.” 

The AFL-CIO position was set 
forth in a letter which Andrew J. 
Biemiller, director of the federa- 
tion’s Dept. of Legislation, sent to 
all members of the House and Sen- 
ate. Accompanying it was a de- 
tailed statement summarizing la- 
bor’s opposition to the bond rate 
proposals put forth by Eisenhower 
in his Budget Message for the sec- 
ond successive year. 


“Since World War I—through 
booms, depressions and military 
crises—the U.S. has successfully 
met its money needs without 
breaching the 4.25 percent in- 
terest rate ceiling on long-term 
bonds,” Biemiller’s letter de- 
clared. 


Since 1953, he went on, “hard 
money” has been “a persistent ob- 
jective” of the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration. In pursuit of this policy, 
Biemiller told congressmen, the 
White House has attempted to jus- 
‘tify higher interest rates “on one 
pretext after another even when 
more effective and equitable ways 
of achieving monetary objectives 
have been available.” 


Liberals Fight Move 

The Eisenhower proposal, turned 
down by Congress last year, has 
run into determined opposition on 
Capitol Hill. Senate liberals have 
served notice they will continue to 
fight the interest rate move at least 
until the Administration “reforms” 
its fiscal policies. Chairman Wil- 
bur D. Mills (D-Ark.) deferred 
a vote on the Administration re- 
quest in the House Ways & Means 
Committee. 


The AFL-CIO letter to con- 
gresmen warned that the sale of 
long-term bonds “at highly in- 
flated costs at a time when inter- 
est rates have been at a 35-year 
high would unnecessarily add bil- 
lions to taxpayer burdens and 
further inflate all other interest 


rates as well.” 


House Rules Committee Clears 


Civil Rights, Senate Opens Debate 


(Continued from Page 1) 
calling for appointment of federal 
officers to register Negroes and in- 
sure their voting rights if these 
rights have been denied by local 
Officials. 

With a weeks-long southern fili- 
buster looming in the Senate, liberal 
strategy seemed to hinge on House 
passage of a measure containing 
these tougher provisions before the 
Senate gets down to a vote. Senate 
adoption of the House bill without 
substantial change would preclude 
a new blockade in the House Rules 
unit. 

Oratory Heated 

The Senate debate began with a 
blast of heated southern oratory 
after Majority Leader Lyndon B. 
Johnson (D-Tex.) announced that 
a routine measure granting tem- 
porary aid to a Missouri school 
district would serve as the vehicle 
for civil rights legislation. Pend- 
ing civil rights bills have not been 
cleared by either the Senate Judici- 
ary or Rules Committees. 


The Johnson parliamentary 
maneuver, supported by Minority 
Leader Everett McKinley Dirksen 
(R-Ill.), brought angiy speeches 
from southern forces led by Sen. 
Richard B. Russell (D-Ga.) who 
charged that liberals were “lynch- 
ing” Senate procedures in an elec- 
tion-year attempt to “harass the 
South.” 

With the Administration and 
congressional liberals divided on 
the question of the best method for 
guaranteeing Negroes their regis- 
tration and voting rights, the Senate 
was expected to receive a pro- 
posal drafted by Sen. Thomas C; 
Hennings, Jr. (D-Mo.), which 
would combine features of sane 
advanced by both sides. 


AFL-CIO Urges Action 
The AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil, at its mid-winter session in 
Bal Harbour, Fla., called for a 
blend of both measures into a 
workable bill and expressed the 


hope that “petty partisanship” 


would not block passage of civil 
rights legislation. 

Under the Hennings’ proposal, 
minority rights in both state and 
federal elections would be pro- 
tected through court-appointed 
officials on the basis on lawsuits 
brought under the Civil Rights 
Act of 1957. The Missouri 
Democrat proposed that if a 
judge found discrimination 
against any Negroes, the Pres- 
ident would be empowered to ap- 
point officials to help all Negroes 
in the area involved to register 
and vote. 


This would be achieved through 
a finding by Congress that when- 
ever a few Negroes were found by 


_|a court to face voting discrimina- 


tion, all members of the race would 
be presumed to face the same dis- 
crimination. — 

Under the Hennings plan, fed- 
eral officials would register Ne- 
groes under the same procedures 


as for white persons, 


29 Oil Firms 
Acquitted of | 
Price Fixing — 


Tulsa, Okla.—Twenty-nine ma. ; 


jor oil companies which raised gas. 
oline prices in January 1957 after 
the Suez Canal crisis cut off Mid. 
die East supplies have been ac 
quitted of violating the Sherman 
Anti-Trust Act. 

The companies had been indicted 
for having conspired to raise prices 
even though inventories of gasoline 
and crude oil were considerably 
higher than usual. . 

Federal Judge Royce H. Sav- 
age, who heard the criminal case 
without a jury, said the evidence 
of conspiracy presented by the 
Justice Dept. “doesn’t rise above 
the level of suspicion.” 

Almost. identical language was 
used by another federal judge last 
November in dismissing the gov- 
ernment’s anti-trust charges against 
drug companies accused of price- 
fixing Salk polio vaccine. 

The decision was hailed by the 
oil companies, who had been rep- 
resented by more than 80 attorneys 
during the trial. Said Continental 
Oil Co. Pres. L. F. McCollum, 
“The decision shows that the whole 
petroleum industry serves the pub- 
lic and the nation through vigor- 
ous competition under the Amer- 
ican free enterprise system.” 

Justice Dept. officials said it 
would be “inappropriate” for them 
to comment. 


Struck Airline 
Sues 2 Unions, 
50 Members 


Burbank, Calif.—The Flying | 


Tiger airline, grounded by picket 
lines of striking navigators, mem- 
bers of the Transport Workers, 
has filed a number of multi-million 
dollar lawsuits and ° injunctions 
aimed at forcing Pilots and Flight 
Engineers to cross the picket lines. 

TWU pickets were posted in’ 10 
cities where the cargo airline main- 
tains terminals after the company 
torpedoed a strike settlement by 
insisting that 15  strikebreakers 
hired to replace the 24 striking 
navigators be retained with super- 
seniority. The strikebreakers had 
been hired under individual six- 
month contracts after the TWU 
navigators struck on Jan. 21. 

Temporary restraining orders 
were obtained by the company 
against the Pilots in Federal Dis- 
trict Court in New Jersey and 
against the Flight Engineers in a 
California state court. Members 
of both unions had been respect- 
ing the picket lines. 

In addition the company has 
filed damage suits demanding $6 
million from the TWU and $5 
million from the. Pilots, and has 
sued separately each of its 50 flight 
engineers for $1 million, plus a $1 
million suit against the union’s in- 
ternational president, Ronald A. 
Brown. 

TWU Vice Pres. James F. Horst, 
director of the union’s air transport 
division, said the airline “is the vic- 
tim of its own shameful pact” with 
the strikebreakers and “is now at- 
tempting to force a settlement that 
would grant parasitic personnel 
preference of employment.” 
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Battle of Survival’: : 


Portland bere Seo Ne Hit. 
With First Issue of Paper 


Portland, Ore.—The Portland Reporter, a new weekly published by eight é id on strike against 
the city’s two daily newspapers, has made its bow and received a welcome that forced an immediate in- 


crease in the press run. 


The original 50,000 copies were bought so fast by a news-hungry public that an additional 10,000 
copies had to be printed—and even they were not enough to meet the demand. Editor Robert A. Lee 


said both the size of the paper and 
the press run would be increased 
if possible. 


The Reporter is designed to fill} _ 


the gap in local news coverage left 
when the Portland Oregonian and 


Portland Journal forced their em-|_ 


ployes to strike. The two dailies | 


edition with.,crews of _ strike- 


subscription-cancellation campaign 
conducted by the strikers. 


The new weekly covers metro- 


politan Portland news and is not a 
sounding board for the strike. 

At a mass rally. of strikers, Intl. 
Rep. Charles Dale of the News- 


paper Guild called the subscription- | - 


cancellation drive the most effective 
weapon in the effort to get the pub- 


lishers to sit down and a al 


new contract. 

He also warned that the strike 
is a “battle of survival in news- 
paper industries,” explaining that 
if the publishers can break a 
Portland walkout in which all. 
unions are participating, “they 


have been publishing a combined} }. 


The circulation has| 
-been steadily whittled away by a 


can do it anyplace.” 


Electric Firms Indicted 
On Rigged Bid Charge 


Philadelphia—A federal grand jury here in a series of indictments 
has charged leading electrical equipment manufacturers, including 
General Electric and Westinghouse, with rigging bids on contracts 
to government agencies and private utilities. 

The criminal anti-trust indictments named a total of 14 com- 


, 
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Morse Asks Probe 
Of Portland Papers 


Sen. Wayne Morse (D-Ore.) 
has asked Congress to investi- 
gate the strike at the Portland, 


cept fact-finding,” he told a labor 
breakfast. 
The Portland publishers have re- 
peatedly refused similar proposals 
— including those made by two of 
Kennedy’s Capitol Hill colleagues, 
Senators Wayne Morse and Rich- 


Ore., Portland Oregonian and 
Oregon Journal. 
He told the Senate in a 


ard Neuberger, Oregon Democrats 
—and the unions have. 


favored 


them 
speech that the publishers of s 
aes fore owned ea Kennedy also said he will take 
“professional strikebreakers” a look at the newspaper strike- 


_to put out a combined edition 
in an attempt to break the 
walkout. The situation merits 
a study by Congress, he said; 
because of “mounting evi- 
dence” that a pattern of 
strikebreaking “is being estab- 
lished. by the newspaper in- 
dustry in other parts of the 


country.” 


Sen. John F. Kennedy (D-Mass.) 
called here for establishment of a 
fact-finding board to seek a solu- 
tion in the strike. 

“Any industry which has a pub- 
lic responsibility, such as news- 
papers do, should be willing to ac- 


panies and 18 high officials of GE, 


Westinghouse and Allis-Chalmers. 
Justice Dept. officials indicated that 
additional indictments could be ex- 
pected, possibly involving more 
than $1 billion in rigged contracts. 

Included in the indictments were 
charges that: 


@ The companies agreed to di- 
vide up contracts for sales to fed- 
eral, state and municipal agencies 
and submitted supposedly secret, 
competitive bids on the basis of a 
prearranged formula. 


@ In one series of bids, on power | . 


switchgear assemblies, the arrange- 
ment made at a.secret meeting in 
an Atlantic City hotel was that the 
General Electric should get approx- 
imately 39 percent of the business; 
Westinghouse, 35;  Allis-Chalmers, 
11; I-T-E Circuit Breaker Co., 9, 
and Federal Pacific Electric Co. wa 
7 paca 

@ “At least 35 meetings” were 
held in 1958 and-1959 to discuss 
bids and, divide up the market. 
Company officers communicated 


ACWA. Wins © 
Court Fight on 
Vacation Pay 


Nashville, Tenn.—The Clothing 
Workers have. won a five-year legal 
battle on behalf of a group of 
workers cheated out of vacation 
pay when their employer ‘shut 
down, 


~ Most workers have now received 


vacation pay checks from a sum 
totaling $11,036.79 from the A. L. 
Kornman Co. as a result of the 
long battle, 
for other workers not yet located. 

The Clothing Workers had Korn- 
man under contract when the firm 
shut down in 1954, refusing to pay 
some $10,000 in earned vacation 
Pay. 


Checks are being held} 


with each other under code names. 
‘@ The companies divided up 
sales to private utilities under a 
formula rotating high, low and in- 
termediate bids. This was referred 
to by the code designation “phase 
of the moon.” 
@ Prices of component parts 
sold to other manufacturers were 
raised by agreement to prevent po- 
tential competitors from being able 
to underbid the ‘other firms and get 
a share of the lucrative contracts. 
Maximum penalty under the 
Sherman Anti-Trust Act is a $50,- 
000 fine on eack charge for the 
companies and a year in prison for 
individuals convicted. 
_ Cordiner ‘Surprised’ 
‘Before the indictments were 
handed down, General Electric 
Board Chairman Ralph J. Cordiner 
had said’ he was “surprised” to 
learn that some company officials 
had violated the company’s policy 
of “strict compliance with the anti- 
trust laws.” He said they had been 
given cuts in pay as a punishment. 
A GE vice president and four divi- 
sion general managers were among 
those. indicted, 
(Phe: indictments were cited by 
. Pres, James B. Carey of the Elec- 
trical, Radio & Machine Workers 
as indicative of “corporate cor- 
ruption that has been festering 
in big business and industry for 
&@ very. long time. aa 
Garey accused GE of “hypoc- 
risy’ ’ in resisting a wage increase on 
grounds, that it would be infla- 
tionary “while at the. same time 
profiteering outrageously at the ex- 
}pense of the government and the 
American taxpayers.” 
Among the agencies listed in the 
indictments as having been victim- 
ized by the rigged bids were the 
‘Tennessee Valley Authority, the 
Axmy,, Navy, Air Force, Interior 
Dept. and General, Services Ad- 


headed. by 
Bloor Schleppey and _ Shirley 
Klein. According to reports it 
has been used by the Portland 
publishers, but they have denied 
this. ee 
Five men have been indicted here 
on charges in connection with the 
dynamiting in Portland the night 
of Jan. 31 of four trucks used to 
deliver the struck newspaper. Four 
of them claimed they were hired 


Stereotyper and the only union 


He has denied it. 


The Portland Inter-Union News- 
paper Committee, representing all 
the striking unions, which offered a 
$1,000 reward for the arrest and 
conviction of those responsible for 
the blast and another the same 
night in nearby Oregon City, is- 
sued the following. statement: 
“The Portland Inter-Union News- 
paper Committee was the first to 
join the city of Portland in offer- 
ing a- $1,000 reward for informa- 
tion leading to the arrest and con- 
viction of those responsible for the 
Jan. 31 dynamitings of newspaper 
delivery trucks. The committee 
has cooperated fully with police in 
their investigations. 

“Naturally, we will withhold 
judgment until any accused per- 
sons have been tried in a court 
of law. 


“We deplore these senseless 
acts of violence now as we did at 
the time the reward was posted. 
Violence in any form can only 
damage ‘our position.” 


Hayes Lauds 
Brotherhood 
Week Goals 


Organized labor’s identification 
with the ‘ideals behind National 
Brotherhood Week, being observed 
the last week of February under the 
auspices of the National Confer- 
ence of Christains and Jews, was 
stressed by Pres. A. J. Hayes of 
the Machinists in a statement 
promising cooperation to the end 
that its promise “will soon be 
achieved for all men.” 

Hayes, chairman of the AFL- 
CIO Ethical Practices Committee, 
and Lee H. Bristol, chairman of 
the board of directors of the 
Bristol-Myers Co., are Brotherhood 
Week chairmen of the conference’s 
Commission on Labor-Management 
Organizations. 

“The labor movement of the 
U.S., like the republican govern- 
ment under which it has developed, 
is founded on the principle of 
brotherhood among ~all ‘men,” 
Hayes said. 

“This free nation and its free 
labor movement have long since 
discovered that brotherhood can 

know no bounds; no group of 
men can be secure in the claim 
of brotherhood among them- 
selves unless they are, in truth, 


ministration, 


‘brothers to all men.” 


WINNERS of Newspaper Guild’s Heywood Broun Memorial Revd 


are congratulated by contest judges for ptize-winning series of 
articles exposing graft in New York City slum clearance ‘program. 
Left to right: Columnist Drew Pearson, one of the judges; Joseph 


Kahn and William Haddad, the 


prize-winning New York Post . 


reporters; and contest judges James Marlow, Associated Press 


writer, and Raymond P. Brandt, 
for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 


chief i niet <r 


N. Y. Post Team Wins. 
Heywood Broun Honor 


Two reporters for the New York Post have been awarded the 
1959 Heywood Broun Memorial Award for a series of stories ex- 


slum clearance program. 


by the fifth, Levi McDonald, a| Posing graft, corruption and mismanagement in the New York City 


member of the group, to do the job.| The Newspaper Guild presented its 19th annual award to Post 


reporters William Haddad. and® 


Joseph Kahn, whose series of ex-|*® correspondent for the St. Louis 


clusive stories was chosen as the 
best among 72 entries in the com- 
petition established by the ANG to 
honor the crusading columnist who 
served as the union’s first president. 
The winners will receive citations 
from the Guild and share a cash 
prize of $500. 

Honorable mention went to 
Edward G. McGrath of the Bos- 
ton Globe for a series which 
aroused public officials to the 
need for new approaches to Bos- 
ton’s juvenile delinquency prob- 
lem, and to City Editor Clancy 
Lake of the Birmingham, Ala., 
‘News for a six-year crusade 
which led to reforms in the 
Alabama prison system. 

Judges were James Marlow, 
Associated Press writer and col- 
umnist; Drew Pearson, nationally 
syndicated colunmist; and Ray- 


Post-Dispatch. 

They described the Post series by 
Haddad and ‘Kahn as “a remark- 
able job of investigation, organiza- 
tion and clear reporting on a 
subject of immediate and vital 
concern to the public and in the 
field of humanitarian journalism 
for which Heywood Broun is 
remembered.” 

Before the series appeared in the 
New York paper, tenants were 
being moved from one sluni to an- 
other to make way for luxury de- 
velopments built with federal and 
city funds for sponsors with po- 
litical. connections. 

As a.result, the Slum Clearance 
Committee was reorganized, a re- 
location agency was established, 
secrecy was removed from the pro- 
gram, and the selection of spon- 
sors for new projects was placed in 


mond P. Brandt, chief Washing- 


responsible hands. 


AFL-CIO Backs Model 
D. C. Jobless Aid Bill 


The AFL-CIO has urged congressional passage of a bill in- 
troduced by Sen. Wayne Morse (D-Ore.) which would provide for 
the first improvements in the District of Columbia unemployment 
compensationsystem since 1954 and also set a model for the nation. 


Modernization of the law to raise the amount of benefits and 


make .them available for a longer 
period “would “provide guidance 
to the states” in overhauling their 
own jobless pay systems, AFL- 
CIO Legislative Rep. Walter J. 
Mason told a Senate District of 
Columbia subcommittee. 

J. C. Turner, president of the 
Greater Washington Central Labor 
Council, also testified in favor of 
the Morse bill, which would set 
the maximum benefits at half a 
worker’s weekly. wage but not more 
than two-thirds of the. .district’s 
average weekly wage, payable for a 
flat 39-week. period. 

Mason, who was accompa- 
nied by Assistant Dir. Raymond 
Munts of the AFL-CIO Dept. of 
Social Security, said the Morse 
bill would bring the amount and 
duration of. benefits in the na- 
tion’s capital up to the standard 
which Pres, Eisenhower has re- 
peatedly urged states to niapt 

voluntarily. 

“Other states, excepting Hawaii 
and possibly New York, have not 
met the President’s recommenda- 
tions,” the AFL-CIO spokesman 
said, “but at least they have im- 


proved benefit levels several times” 
since 1954. | 

He said that expressing the maxi- 
mum benefit as a percentage of av- 
erage weekly wages—instead of 
the “very restrictive” $30 maxi- 
mum in the present law—would 
make it unnecessary for Congress 
to have to “analyze wage move- 
ments and set a new (dollar) maxi- 
mum every year.” 

Turner pointed out that in 1938, 
the maximum benefit paid in the 
district was 60 percent of average 
weekly wages, but that this has 
nose-dived to 30 percent because 
of the static dollar limitation en- 
acted six years ago. 

The labor spokesmen were criti- 
cal of bills introduced by Sen. Alan 
Bible (D-Nev.) on behalf of the 
District Commissioners and D.C, | 
employers which would hold down 
benefits, provide for stringent dis- 
qualification procedures and con- 
tinue the sliding scale for the dura- 
tion of benefits in order. to reduce 
further the already low unem- 
ployment insurance tax paid by 
employers, ‘ 
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House Group Hears Gray: 


Building Trades Ask 


Site Picketing Right 


By Willard Shelton 


__ A new round of hearings on labor legislation opened as the AFL- 
CIO Building & Construction Trades Dept. asked Congress to legal- 
ize “common situs” picketing on construction jobs, and the U.S. 
- Chamber of Commerce urged defeat of the bill. 

In a telegram AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany endorsed the prin- 
ciple of the bill and requested its prompt approval. 


The issue involved is whether a® 
building trades union can legally. 
picket a Construction site against 
one employer when a number of 
other employers are involved, as is 
common in building operations, 
and other workers respect the Pick- 
et lines. 

Building Trades Dept. Pres. 
Richard J. Gray pointed out to a 
House Labor subcommittee that 
beginning in 1954 both the Eisen- 
hower Administration and commit- 
tees of the House and Senate have 
repeatedly approved legislation to 
end the unfairness to unions in 
the construction industry. The 
bills have never reached the floor 
for a vote. 


NLRB Rule Upheld 


“The employes in the electrical 
department of a factory,” Gray told 
the subcommittee headed by Rep. 
Carl D. Perkins (D-Ky.), can pick- 
et a factory site and it is not called 
an illegal secondary boycott even 
though “carpenters employed in 
another department concertedly re- 
fuse to cross the picket line.” 


On a construction site, however. 
there are normally “numerous em- 
ployers,” Gray testified, and the 
National Labor Relations Board 
held in the Denver Building 
Trades case that an illegal boycott 
was created if electricians picket 
one employer and carpenters hired 
by another contractor “concertedly 
refuse to cross the picket line.” 
This NLRB rule was upheld by 
the Supreme Court. 


Workers in the building trades 
are thus deprived of a “basic 
freedom,” Gray said, because of 
a “technicality in the (Taft-Hart- 
ley) law which did not take into 
account the special facts of the 
building and construction indus- 
try.” : 

Gray pointed out that the Sen- 
ate - House conference committee 
that compromised the Landrum- 
Griffin Act last year “fully consid- 
ered” a proposal to legalize “com- 
mon situs” picketing. He quoted 
Sen. Winston L. Prouty (R-Vt.) as 
indicating on the Senate floor that 
a majority would have approved 


it except for the threat of a tech- 
nical objection in the House. 

He also cited a Senate Labor 
Committee report of 1954, when 
Republicans had the majority, ap- 
proving a Taft-Hartley amendment 
specifically designed to reverse, the 
Denver Building Trades decision. 

Gray testified before the sub- 
committee on bills sponsored 
by Rep. Frank Thompson, Jr. 

(D-N. J.) and Perkins to kill the 
Denver Building Trades decision. 
He observed that a comparable - 
proposal was sponsored last year 
by Rep. Carroll Kearns (R-Pa.), 
ranking GOP member of the full 
Labor Committee, and pointed 
out that the committee in 1959 
had a majority on record as fa- 
voring a similar provision in a 
bill by Rep. Carl Elliott (D-Ala.). 

The Building Trades Dept. pres- 
ident also called the attention of 
the House subcommittee to a com- 
panion Senate bill, sponsored by 
Sen. John F. Kennedy (D-Mass.) 
and Sen. Thomas H. Kuchel (R- 
Calif.). Kennedy is chairman of 
the Senate Labor subcommittee on 
labor legislation and Kuchel is as- 
sistant GOP leader of the Senate. 


Leadership Pledge Given 


Both House and Senate Demo- 
cratic leaders, Gray quoted Ken- 
nedy as saying on the floor last 
year, gaye a “commitment” that the 
Kennedy - Kuchel - Thompson bill 
would be brought to a vote in both 
houses in 1960. ; 

The Chamber of Commerce test- 
imony, given by Charles B. Mahin, 
a Chicago lawyer, charged that the 
Building Trades’ case was “built 
on a straw foundation.” 

Mahin did not refer in prepared 
testimony to what Gray called the 
“solid legislative history” support- 
ing the bill, its record of both 
House and Senate committee ap- 
proval or Eisenhower Administra- 
tion backing for the measure. 

The House subcommittee, he 
said, should “strengthen the Lan- 
drum-Griffin Act and restore its 
original (boycott) provisions which 


were watered down by the Senate 
conferees.” 


Water Pollution Bill 
Offers First Veto Test 


The 86th Congress, presenting Pres. Eisenhower with his initial 
major legislative challenge of the present session, has passed a $900 
million measure to curb water pollution despite vigorous Adminis- 


tration opposition. 


It offers the first possibility of a White House veto in 1960 and 


a Democratic attempt to override. 

The bill is a compromise between 
Senate and House versions ap- 
proved last year, but allowed to re- 
main in conference committee at 
the end of the 1959 session in or- 
der to prevent a pocket veto. 


First MacLeish 
TV Drama Feb. 28 


New York—“The Secret 
of Freedom,” the first tele- 
vision play of Pulitzer Prize- 
Winner Archibald MacLeish, 
will be telecast over the NBC- 


The measure sent to the White 
House calls for federal grants of 
$90 million a year for a 10-year 
period to help local communities 
build sewage-disposal plants. Un- 
der legislation passed in 1957, fed- 
eral aid for pollution control has 
been running at the rate of $50 mil- 
lion annually to meet this problem. 

In his Budget Message to Con- 
gress this year, Eisenhower called 
for an end to the program after 
the current fiscal year, arguing 
that control of pollution in the 

mation’s streams was solely a 

state and municipal matter. 

The compromise measure, ap- 
proved earlier by the House, passed 
the Senate by voice vote. Minor- 
ity Leader Everett McKinley Dirk- 
sen (R-lll.) hinted broadly that the 


‘| bill would run into a veto, 


JAPANESE UNION DELEGATION meets with officers of Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers Lo- 
cal 439 during tour of Radio Corp. of America plant at Somerville, N. J. Group was welcomed by 
Kathleen W. McNee, seated second from right, ee and business agent of the local. 


Mitchell Sees 
Modest Hike 
In Minimum 


Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell has 
told Congress that a “modest in- 
crease” in the present $1-an-hour 


versely affect low-wage’ industries.” 
The secretary did not spell out 
the amount of increase the Ad- 
ministration is prepared to support. 
He is expected to give the exact 
figure in testimony scheduled Mar. 
2 as a House Labor subcommittee 
begins hearings on wage-hour law 
amendments. 


Mitchell in his annual report 
on the effects of the $1-an-hour 
minimum required under the 
Fair Labor Standards Act re- 
newed an Administration request 
for an extension of minimum- 
wage- coverage to “several mil- 
lion additional workers” not now 
protected, and said that extension 
of coverage was “the most im- 
portant action Congress could 
take.” 


He did not indicate whether the 
Administration would support ex- 
tension of coverage beyond the ap- 
proximately 2.5 million workers he 
recommended both in 1957 ant 
last year. 

The AFL-CIO is backing the 
Kennedy-Morse-Roosevelt. bill that 
would extend coverage to approxi- 
mately 7.8 million workers in 
large interstate industries and raise 
the hourly minimum to $1.25. 
This bill is now pending in the Sen- 
ate Labor Committee after sub- 
committee approval last year. 
Mitchell’s report said. that the 
impact of the 1956 increase in the 
minimum wage, when the rate was 
lifted from 75 cents to a $1, had 
now béen substantially absorbed. 
Another increase now, he indicated, 


nomic dislocations or loss of em- 
ployment in the low-wage industries 
to which the minimum applies 
directly. 


Kansas City Bows, 
Bans Strike Parade 


Kansas City, Kan.—The 
city commissioners here 


rade protesting the company’s 


minimum wage would not “ad-| ° 


would not result in serious eco- | - 


Wilson Strikers Voting 
On Settlement Offer 


Chicago—Delegates representing 5,500 Packinghouse Workers ‘ 
have voted tentative acceptance of a proposal that would end their @ 
strike against Wilson & Co., the nation’s third largest meat @ 


Canadian, British Labor 
Assail ‘Apartheid’ Policy 


The trade union movements of two British Commonwealth na- 
tions have strongly hit at a third—South Africa—for its “apartheid” 
policy of segregation and discrimination against native Africans. 
The Canadian Labor Congress politely “regretted” Prime Minis- 
ter John G. Diefenbaker’s blunt refusal to raise the apartheid ques- 


tion at the Commonwealth Prime‘ 
Ministers’ Conference later this 
year, as the CLC had requested, 
and attacked the South African 
policy as harmful to the entire 
commonwealth. 

The British Trades Union Coun- 
cil called on all workers in Great 
Britain to boycott .South African 
products during March “as a per- 
sonal demonstration of horror and 
disgust felt by civilized people at 
the policy of apartheid.” 

The CLC had raised the South 
African question in its annual 
policy submission to the Prime 
Minister and his cabinet. Diefen- 
baker lectured the CLC delegation, 


the “meaning” of the common- 
wealth. 

In a statement on behalf of the 
CLC Executive Council, Jodoin ex- 
pressed disagreement with Diefen- 
baker’s claim that every common- 
wealth country, under all circum- 
stances, must be allowed to carry 
out its own policies without 
criticism. 

Canadian labor “has taken its 
position on South Africa,” he said, 
“because of its faith in the basic 
idealism of the commonwealth of 
nations and the role which it 
could play in promoting a world 
of peace and freedom.” He con- 
tinued: 

“We are firmly convinced that 
the actions of the government of 
South Africa deny the very prin- 
ciples upon which this great 
association of free people is 
founded and make a mockery of 


lon 
ac. er. . 


headed by Pres. Claude Jodoin, on O 


the best traditions and aspira- 
tions of the nations of the com- 
monwealth.” 

The TUC call for a boycott .of 
South African goods—principally 
fresh fruit, canned foods and 
alcoholic beverages—backed up ac- 
tion by the National Council of 
Labor, 

“Millions of Africans, in their 
own country, are being robbed of 
human rights by the minority 
who manage South Africa’s af- 
fairs,” the AVE said. Bolen: Bese. 
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being deprived of representation 
in Parliament, of educational op- 
portunities, of the chance to be 
apprenticed to a trade, of the 
right to strike or to join a union 


that can effectively negotiate for : 


them. 

“Segregation and the Pass Laws 
are leading’ to conscript labor at 
poverty-line pay. They themselves 
have organized boycotts as a pro- 
test against harsh and wholesale 
discrimination against them in their 
homeland.” 


No details of the proposal were available as the AFL-CIO News q 


went to press. Terms of the agree-® 
ment were withheld until after 
seven local unions in six states held 
fatification meetings. 

. The vote to recommend ratifica- 
tion came after 24 hours of con- 
tinuous negotiations and discus- 
sions by the delegates. 

UPWA Pres. Ralph Helstein 
emphasized that the strike would 
continue until all locals had 
taken action on the strike settle- 
ment proposal and details of a 
new contract. He added that the 


“Don’t-Buy- campaign, 
' which he said has received ex- 


cellent support from organized 
labor, would also be continued 
until the strike’s official end. 


Helstein reported receipt of a . 
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$25,000 contribution to the union’s # 
strike fund from the Meat Cutters @ 


& Butcher Workmen. 


lenge to all trade unions” 


strikebreakers as 


doned by most employers. 


The Meat @ 
Cutters’ Executive Board, voting @ 
the gift at a board meeting nn 
Miami, described the Wilson. atti- @ 
tude during the strike as “a chal] 
sailed Wilson’s use of non-resident @ 
“a despicable @ 
Management practice” long aban-§ 
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knuckled under to “protests” 
and revoked permission for — 
a 
striking Wilson Co. workers 
pre-settlement stubbornness 
in forcing a long walkout on 
Mayor Paul Mitchum made 
the motion to revoke the per- 
mit which the city had grant- 
TV network at 8 p. m., EST, ed just a week before. He 
on Feb. 28. said he had received “several 
The play, which concerns phone calls” protesting the 
a school improvement crisis parade permit. One call he 
in a small community, was said, came from a Wilson 
filmed in Mt. Holly, N. J. : official. 
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